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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p.n., urd read prayers,

QUESTION—LOCAL GOVERNIXNG
BODIES ANNUAL STATEMENTS.

Mr. SAMPSUN asked the Minister for
Works: 1, Will he take steps to ensure the
resumption of the publication of the annual
statements of local governing bodies show-
ing clagsification of road boards, particulars
of road board finances and associated mat-
ters, as previously issued! B, In additiom,
will he give instructions that an annual re-
port ‘respecting loeal government is pub-
lished and that copies are distributed to
members of both Houses of Parliament and
to local governing bodies concerned?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS replied :
1, Road Boards have not been classified since
the basis upon vhich subsidies were granted
was altered, but a table giving particulars
of road board finances, ete., will be incloded
in the ‘Public Works report next financial
year. 2, A brief report respecting locsl gov-
ernment is ineluded in each Public Works
report; this will be continued. These reports
are always presented to Parliament, andl a
copy will be supplied to any loecal author-
ity requiring one,

QUESTION—IIOSPITAL FOR INSANE.
Mental Patients.

Mr. SAMPSON asked the Premier: 1.
Have .the Government arrived at a decision
regarding the crection of a Msgntal Recep-
tion Houge aud Convalescent Home? 2, If
g0, when will the actnal construction be ecom-
meneed T

The PREMITR replied: 1 ampd 2, The
Public Works Department has now in hand
the preparation of revised plans, which will
be considered by the Government as soon as
possible.
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QUESTION—RAILWAYS, WHEAT
FREIGHTS,

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON asked the Minister
for Railways: 1, Has any alteration been
made in the railway freight on wheat? 2,
What is the extent of, and resson for, such
alteration!

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS re-
plied: 1, No. 2, Answered by No, 1.

QUESTION—WYNDHAM MEAT
WORKS,

Mr, COVERLEY asked the Premier: 1,
Ix it a fuct that during last killing season
at Wyndham a quantity of beef was treated
and stored ready for export, but was ulti-
mately returned to the works for the manu-
focture of extraet and fertiliser? 2, If so,
ecan he give an estimate of the loss which
accruced to the works thereby and the reason
for the change? 3, What was the cost per
Ib. of beef to receive, kill, freeze, and place
on steamer at Wyndham for export for the
years 1923 and 1924 respectively?

The PREMIER replied: 1, At the close
of the 1923 secason 616 surplus crops of
beef unsuitable for export were boilcd down,
2, No loss. This was the most economica!
mode of disposal in the circumstances. 3,
The figures asked for are not available.

QUESTION —EDUCATION,
EXPENDITURE.

Mr, MILLINGTON asked the Premier:
1, What is the amount of expenditure for the
last financial year for (a) University educa-
tion, (b) secondary educatiom, (e) technical
education? 2, What are the numbers of
stadents who receive instruction at (a) the
‘University, (b) secondary schools, (¢} tech-
tical schools? 3, What is the per capifa
cost of buildings for (a) the University,
(b} secondary and high schools, (e) techni-
cal schools? 4, What is the amount expended
on pﬂmanent buildings for {a) secondary
schools, {(b) techni¢al schools? 5, Does the
Government favour the establ:shment and
extension of technical schools to secondary
sehools in the metropolitan areat

The PREMIER replied: The information

is heing prepared and may be available on
Tuesday next.

BILL—STATE LOTTERIES,
Third Reading.

The PREMIER (Hon.

Bonlder) [435]: I move—
That the Bill be now regd a-third time.
Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL {Ng¢rtham)
[4.36%: Even at this late hour I ask the
Promier to consider whether it .is wise fo
pass the Bill in its present form. This
House is asked to say that the Minigter in

P. Collier —
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charge of State lotteries may run as many
lotteries as he pleases, in the way he pleases,
appoint any official he pleases, and having
Ton his lotteries and got in the money, may
apend the money as he pleases. That is had
Jegislation. If that had been suggested
when the Premier sat on this side of the
House, he would have protested a great deal
more vigorously than I have domne, or pro-
pose to do. We have diseussed the advisa-
bility of instituting this system fairly fully.
If thiz Bill be passed, the law prohibiting
gaming and the running of lotteries should
he cancelled. Tt is not right that there
should he a law to permit a Minister of the
Crown te do a thing for which a member
of the public would run the risk of being
imprisoned.  Surely the Premier will see
the unwizsdom of passing the Bill in its pre-
sent form, If we must run lotteries, let us
have a proper Bill drafted, giving the con-
trol of the lotteries to the Government sub-
ject to Parliament, and making the Gov-
ernment responsible for the disbursement of
the profits. It would be a very easy matter
for the good name and fair fame of Western
Australia to be damaged by lotteries run
under this Bill, or by any other lotteries
run by the Government, for Ministers can-
not be expected to control every detail of
the work. Tt would be better to draft a
Bil) to give Ministers acting together exeeu-
tive comtrol over these lotteries. I suppose
no Bill has ever been submitted to the
Hounge drafted in the way this Bill is, em-
powering, as it does, one Minister not only
to collect revenwe but to disburse revenue.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS (Hon.
W, C. Angwin—North-East Fremantle)
[4.39]: The Leader of the Opposition does
not realise that the practice to which he
objeets has been in existenee here for many
years. Under the Road Districts Act the
Minister for Works is voted a sum of
money with which he may do as he pleases.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: Subject to the
Treasurer.

The MINISTER ¥OR LANDS: He can
divide it uwp and make granis where he
thinks fit.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: But the vote
has to‘be passed by Parliament.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The
money is put on the Estimates, and the
Treasurer knows he has to find it. Then
there is the vote connected with the run-
ning of hogpitals. A lump sum is set down
to be divided up as the Minister may think
fit. In mearly all our legisiation there is
provision to enable the Minister to do cer-
tain things. Sometimes a Bill says that
the ‘“‘Governor’’ may do certain things,
but that, after all, is another word for
¢ Government.’’

Mr. George: The Treasurer must have
cqntrol of the money.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: There
would be a great cry from some members
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opposite if the Bill provided that the
money should be paid inte the Treasury.
Mr. Lathem: It should be paid o a trust

aceount.

The MINISTER FOR LAXDS: Tt
should not be paid into the Treasary. It
will be raised for a certain object, and
will be paid into a special fund for that
object, and for that object alone. The
same thing applies in other directions, in
vaseg where the House merely votes a lump
sum. It would be impossible to give mem-
bers every detail for every sum that is
placed on the Estimates. The Minijster for
Works would not go to the Treasurer and
gny he wanted £1,000 towards the construe-
tion of a ecertain road; he promises the
amount and subject to its being available,
pays it,

Mr. George: He has to find out whather
the Treasurer has the money, and to exer-
cise common sense before making promises,

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Of
course. In this particular case the monmey
will be paid into a special fund, and un-
less there is mobey in the fund it cannet
be drawn out.

Mr. George: The cases are not parallel.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: This
Bill will do a lot of good.

Hon. 8ir James Mitehell: I hepe you.
may find it so,

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: There
has been opposition in some quarters
againsgt this Bill, but people have failed to
realise that it will be of great benefit in
the case of children. From the very time
when a child can toddle he is given a
peony by his mother or father t¢ buy =z
prize packet at a lolly shop. These packets
are shown in the shop windows in order
to attract children to induige in a little
gambling.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: Are you speak:
ing of Cornwallf

The MINISTER FOR LANDS:
speaking of what iz going on here.

Mr. George: They are too canny in
Cornwall.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Children
gamble in this way from the day when
they ean just walk. The excuse ia made
that they receive lollies in the packets,
but when a child gets a packet, the con-
tents of which he does not Yike, he throws
it into the gutter and gets another penny
with which to buy 2 fresh packet. Some
of those very people who are teaching
their children to gamble in this way are
those who are opposing the Bill. Not a
word has been said against this class of
gambling on the part of the tiny toddler.
If we wipe oqut this form of gambling and
tbe numerouns small lotteries that are going
on in Perth to-day, we ghall be’ doing a
great deal of good. Only to-day I saw two
motor ears héing put np for sale hy means
of shilling tickats.

" Hon. 8ir Jamea Mitchell: Did you hny
a ticketf

1 am
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The MINISTER FOR LANDS: No.
Then we 3see other sweeps advertised
in shop windows, for which the pub-
lic are imvited to buy tickets. We shall
doe a great deal of good if we pass
a Bill that will wipe out all these
sweeps and lotteries.  Before anyene

can take part in a State lottery, he must
pay 58. or 5s. 3d. for his ticket, plus post-
age, and the tiekets will not be available
in the general way that they are avail-
able to-day.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: You have not
gone carefully into the details of the Bill.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The
present system is detrimental to the
rising generation. If we can wipe out this
pernicious system that has operated here
for 50 long, we shall be doing a world of
good. I hope this Bill will prove to be of
benefit to those who are sick or in distress.

Mr. GEQRGE (Murray - Wellington)
[4.45]: The only redeeming feature about
the Bill is that it will do away with the
various lotteries and sweeps that are
permeszting the State to-day and lowering
the moral tone of the people with whom
we have to deal. I do not mind anyonse
having a flutter; T do not say that T am any

more moral than most other people. The
" faect remains that these sweeps and lot.
teries are bad. Ministers in the Mitehell
Government would have been wrong had
they dealt witb funds voted by Parliament
without consulting the Treasurer to ascer-
tain whether or not the ¢ash was available.
During tbhe whole of the Mitechell Gavern-
ment’s regime, we had some difficulty in
securing the necessary money, and if I had
emharrassed the Treasurer by Incurring
expenditure without communicating with
him, I would not have been loyal to Sir
James Mitchell,

The Premier: There were other ways in
whiech you could embarrass him without
incurring expenditure.

Mr. GEORGE: I do not know about that,
but had I taken such action I would net
have been loyal to my chief. There should
be close touch between the Treasurer and
his Ministers, and Ministers, if they are
loyal to their Government and to their
Premier, will pnot expend money to the
embarrassment of the Treasurer. There
was no difference between Sir James
Mitchell and myself in that we desired
to be truc and loyal to Western Australia.

The PREMIER (Hon. P. Cellier—Boul-
der—in reply) [4.47}: There seems to be
an impression in some quarters that a de-
parture has heen made in this Bill regarding
the powers conferred upon Ministers.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: There has been
a departure, too!

The PREMTER: The Leader of the Op-
position knows perfeetly well that the power
conferred upon the Minister under the Bill
is that commonly conferred upon Ministers
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in unearly every measure we pass in this
Chamber.

Hon, 8Bir James Mitehell: Na.

The PREMIER: If the hon. member looks
through the various Acts we bhave passed he
will see similar provisions ineluded. In one
of the first Bills on the file this session we
bave an interpretation clause defining the
“‘Minister,”’ and then powers are conferred
upon the Minister who, it is provided, ‘‘may
from time to time if he thinks fit’? do cer-
tain things. Tt is nccessary to confer powers
upon the Minister charged with the admin-
istration of an Act, in erder to give effect
to the intentions of Parliament. That is
all the prerent Bill provides. The Leader
of the Upposition should not assume that
bevause the Bill eonfers upon the Minister
powers to do certain things, the Minister
will act independentlx{of his colleagues in
the Ministry. The Minister concerned isa
responsible to the Government. While we
must c¢onfer such powers upon him, it does
not say that he will carry on irrespective of
the wishes of his colleagues. The member
for Murray-Wellington (Mr. George) knows
perfectly well that before a Minister would
involve the Treasury in any expenditure of
importance, he would consult with the Treas-
urer and with Cabinet. There is no warrant
for saying that the Homorary Minister in
charge of this PRill will depart from that
practice. The Bill is in accordance with the
usual praetice.

Mr, George: T understood from the Min-
ister for Lands that the Minister wonld dis-
pose of the money voted hy Parliament.

The Minister for Lands: So he will.

The PREMTER: Sa he ran, if he wishes.

The Minister for Lands: He wonld nat-
urally consvit the Treasurer abount the
money.

The PREMIER: The member for Murray-
Wellington knows that when certain money
was voted to him in his former eapacity as

. Minister for Works, the expenditure of that

money was anthorised, withent necessity for
further reference to the Treasurer. I am
aware that Sir James Mitchell, when Pre-
mier, somewhat euriailed the powers of the
Public Works Department regarding expen-
diture of money without Treasury approval.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: That applied
to all departments.

The PREMIER: For instance, a larg[e
snm of money is voted for buildings. Tt
had been the practice for the Minister for
Works to deal exclusively with the expendi-
fure under that heading. There was a
change in recent years, however, and the
Minister for Works was not permitted to
authorise expenditure from that vote with-
out Treasury authority.

Mr. George: That was on account of the
finaneces.

Houn. Sir James Mitchell: There was no
money available.

The PREMIER: There is no change au-
thorised in the Bill. We should be honest
with ourselves regarding the prineiple in-
volved in the measure. The Bill doce not
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¢arry us any turther than the praectice that
has been in vogue in Western Australia
for many years past. By a speeial Act of
Purliament we authorised and established
gambling mackines on the raceconrses, not-
withstanding auything to the contrary in
the Criminal (‘ode. Let us he honmest with
ourselves! [f the Leader of the Opposition
is =0 opposed to the Biil, let him bring
down a Bill to repeal the Act by which we
established gambling machines on race-
eonrses. Let us enforce our existing legis-
lation and clean our strects of the large
army of gamblers and bettors who frequent
those streets! Let us go throughout the
whole ramifications of gambling in Western
Augtralia, including sweeps, lotteries and so
on! Hon. members know perfectly well that
that has never been attempted, nor would
anyone attempt it now. Public opinion has
been, and is, too strong for that., The peo-
ple like a little flutter.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: We restricted
it.

The PREMIFR: The vote on the motion
for the second reading of the Bill dairly
well reflected outside public opinion.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: I agree with
you, but we must do our duty.

The PREMIER: The Bill will have the
effect of wiping out altogether many of the
objectionable forms of gambling such us
sweeps, lotteries and so on.

Mr, Richardson: Your Honorary Minister
said it would knock all of them out; you
say it will kuock gome of them out,

Member: The Premier is niore guarded.
Question put and passed.

Bill read a third time and transmitted to
the Council.

BILL—TRUST FUNDS INVESTMENT.

Returned from the Council with an amend-
ment,

ANNUAL ESTIMATES, 1924-25.
In Committee of Supply.

Debate resumed from 9th October on the
Treasurer s Financial Statement and on the
Annwal Estimates; Mr. Lutey in the Chair.

Fote—Legisiative Council, £1.546.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL (Nor-
tham) [4.55]: I congratulate the Premier
on the very clear and Iucid way he presented
the Budget. If I possessed his eloguence 1
eonld imagine myself saying what he said,
and if the Premier only posseased a little ot
my optimism, I could imagine it stilt for-
ther. Tt was the Treasurer’s first Budget,
and I think the public are satisfied with the
way hr handled the situation. T well re-
member my first Budget. The circumstances
were very differcnt, The wnr had been con-
cluded only for a few months when I came
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into office in 1919. Depression was rampant;
a great many men were out of work; many
men were coming back from the war; and
the finances were in a bad wsy. The Pre-
mier well knows the troubles that were due
to the war and other causes. These made
the position very difficult, E inherited
trouble respecting the deficit, and stagna-
tion and depression made things more awk-
ward. We could not have expected it to be
otherwise at the time. The position is dif-
ferent now, however, zlthough the Govern-
ment still have trouble in eommection with
the finances, principally on account of the
exchange problem. Apart from the difficul-
ties I have referred to, I also had to find
nearly £1,000,000 for additional wages and
salaries, but, of course, the Premier has to
do that now. The methods by which that
position bas been met are now in operation.
The improvement in our finances is due to
no temporary expedient, but is on a per-
manent basis, due to the solid development
of the State’s natural resources. We can
look forward to much better times, The
Treasurer will remember that in 1819 I said
there were two ways of squaring the ledger,
One was by imposing taxation, which the
people could not stand, and the other was
by the slower proeess of increased devel-
ment and production. The country agreed
with me that the laiter method was the bet-
ter. In 1920 the deficit was £668,000; in
1921, £686,000; and in 19522, £732,000. Tn
1923 we began to secure some of the ad-
vantages from the investment of money for
developmental purposes and the defieit im
that year was £405,000. Last year it was
£229,000, or £500,000 better than two years
previously.  The Treasurer’s Estimate for
this year is £188,000. Later on T will en-
deavour to show the Treasurer that his
ledger will balance this year,

Mr. Heron: You are the State’s optimiat,

Hon, Sir JAMES MITCHELL: If a man
shows a liftle faith in his counfry, he is
debbed an optimist. I am surprsed at such
a remark coming from my pgood-looking
friend. It is not often a man of his build
leans to pessimism., There is nothing like
faith. Without it this country would soon
go to the degs. From the increased produe-
tion achieved, we have produced work and
produced eash. [ hope the Committee will
agree with me when T say that our primary
produets constitute the only real money we
have. We have many eustomers for our
primarvy products, but none for our manu-
fartored gooda. Our primary products, there-
fore, constiinte our real monev. Tt may,
of eourse, be more or less, for the erop is .,
influenced the price we pget. If our
20,000,000 bushels of wheat are sold at 4s.
we gét £4,000,000, whereas if they be sold
for 63. we get £6,000,000, Al other ex-
ports, of course, can be regarded in the same
way. This is money that ia of real ad-
vantage, that gives vs trade, with profits
for all, and especially for the State’s re-
venue, which we are discussing. Some peo-
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ple say the ledger hag been balanced becauss
of loan expenditure. That is perfectly true;
but what they mean when they say that, is
that it iy duoe to loan expenditure on public
works, We have spent very little money in-
deed on public works, Of ull the money we
huve Lurrowel, 6 per cent, has been louned
to farmers, including the soldier farmers. Of
the money borrowed last year, 70 per cent.
wus louned to furmers.  Of course, during
the speading of that money some advuntupe
comes to the Treasury, although it is uot
comparable to the money that will come
to the Treasury us the result of the prodie-
tion of crops due to that loan expenditure.
We have wettled down to the ecreation of
wealth by the development of our
naturul industries. We have settled down
to this work as our one great piese
of business. Through the creation of
this meney, unemployment has disappearel
and the Binances have been put in order. To
continue this business actively ia our simple
duty to-day. There iz a long vista of pro-
gresa open to us. The end will not be in our
time, nor in that of the next generation.
Land development is & very slow husiness.
It took some years to achieve any result
from active expenditure in the country. But
it would be a pity if we allowed anything
to get in the way of continuous effort to
improve production on farms, to improve
stock, and indeed, to improve produection
gencrally. Now the way is open, and for a
¥year or two the advantage will atill pile up;
because we shall get the same return from
land ulready umder crop, and an added re-
turn from work done this year. Indeed,
two yvars from now we ghall stiill be reap-
ing advantage from the expenditure of
money last year. I hope the Treasurer will
eontinue that expenditure in order that
there may be no stoppage of increased pro-
duetion. We started to inerease production
in 1919, but it was 1922 before we got the
full benefit of our earlier efforts. The re-
duction of our defleit since 1922 iz an
achievenient that will bear repetition. The
averape deficit for the last two years has
been £250,000. The Treasurcr has told us
thi#t there is an inerease of 339,100) acres
vhder crop this year, as against last year,
jncluding 484 acres of mew land prepared
for plantiog this year. There will be & still
larger area of new land prepared for the
next crop, because this year we have speat
more monay on elearing than ever before.
I hope the Treasnrer wilt get the benefit
that cannot fzil to come from the increased
etop. Notwithstanding the Treasurer’s esti-
mate, I say the ledger will balance this
yéar, untegs trade detivities are curtailed.
Of course, T hope the Treasurer will not
misunderstand me, will not think for a mo-
ment that I am sayipg that offensively.
Fat from it. But thé Treasufer must know
thit the infuence of government is of very
ek gieater importdnce than i3 the work
of jovefnihent which, after all, no matier
#hit wa may do, Metnh but a limited ex-
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penditure within well-defined areas. I wish
to deal with advances to furmers, hut first
I should like to suy u wourd ubout taxing
produetion,  Another £10,000,100 spent on
solid Jdevelopment gnd ju advances to farm-
ers would produce more to the Treasury
thun do our present land and income tazes
combined, Tt is only in this way that we
van Lope to reduce taxation. In the other
Stutes money has been avuiluble from ordin-
ary soWrers for this work of farm making.
But it means a long-term advunce, and there
are to finaneial institutions in Australia that
van do the work to-dny as they opwv did il
So at this stage in Australin’y development
the responsibility tor advancing monex fulls
to too great an extent upon the (iovern-
meut. However, that eannot he helped. Tt
mwust be gone on with if the country is not
to stagnate, If we pledge the collective
credit of the people to borrow a million of
money that we lend to individuals, we have
to pay £60,000 in interest, and charge the
individuals £60,000 for it, and in addition a
very small sum for the working eosts of
the bank, So interest is paid and interest
is received. T venture to say that the trade
avtivity due to production, the result of that
expenditure, would bring to the Treasurer,
when the expenditure is fully used, at least
£100,000 per annum. Some have said that
daring the years I comtrolled the Agrienl-
tural Bank I gave the farmers £1 for 5s.
To say that ie to misunderstand local finance
altogether, If a private person loaned
money he would, of course, get his interest,
hut that would he all that he could get.
When the Treasurer loans money he not only
geta his interest but, having transport facili-
ties at hand, he gets the advantage of trans-
port over the railways, he gets the advantage
of work in the harbours, he gets taxation
from the farmer direct, he gets increased
tuxation from the people with whom the
tarmer trades, and, in a word, he gets ad-
vantages all along the line. In a hundred
ways something comes to the Treasury from
all activity. It seems to me a man cannot
spend any moeney without preducing some-
thing for tbe Treasury., That is why in a
time of activity the finances are very much
more buoyant than when times ars dull
[t i8 not the amount of money available to
the people, but rather is it the way in which
the money is used. A sovereign may do
many things in the eourse of 12 months, or
it may do few. When people are active and
cheerful, naturally it does many. We have
in the result of the year’s operations con-
vineing evidence of thig in the railway
figures alone. Thia year the Premier ex.
peets to do £117,000 better than last year.
That will bs £542,000 better than was done
in 1818.20. The Premfer knows that the
railways opened this yedr will not add very
much to that fesult; théugh they will add
a little. All this I8 eitirely due to trade
activity, A mian who growk 1,000 bags of
wheat pufs it on the thain Bnd away it
poés. It t= £olidWéd BY agents and people
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who travel, und goods pass over the railways
to the tarm white the products ot the farm
are pussiog to the port. It is impossible
to tollow all the ramificationy to a rouclu-
sion, tut we know how much such activity
means. We have a lasting, solid advantage
from thiz work of fagm making. The one
great piece of business we made our simple
task was the production of money from our
natural produets, and the one great piece of
buginess betore the Government to-day is to
produce money from the development of our
natural industries. ‘the Premier will agree
that this is an easy task now hecause the
work is in progress and has only to be con-
tinued. Ve have more lund than has dny
other State; we have a more certain rain-
tall; we have wider opportunities of pro-
duction

Mz, Ilughes: Bui you cannot get land
for cultivation in this State.

Hon. 8ir JAMES JMITCHEIL: If the
hon. meniber would undertake to go on the
land and work it, he would get a block in
five minutes.

Mr. Hughes: But I cannot get it.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: That is
an insane interjection, Eight million acres
of Jand have been sold in the last five years.
Of course the town hall and eathedral sites
are gone; the hon, member cannot get them.

Mr. Hughes: 1 cannot get any land at
Northam,

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: I hope
the bion, member will not go to Northam.
We have wider opportunities of production
than has any other State.  Qur potential
wealth is greater than that of any other
State. We are npearer to the world’s mar-
kets, Onme day we shall have more people
and more wealth than has any other State,
but I often ask myself, **When?’’ I hope it
will not he long hence. When 1 say we
have wider opportunities I think of our
country running right into the Tropics and
right down to the heavy rainfall areas in
the Bouth-West. The one end of the State
cvan produce cotton, sugar cane, riee, pea-
nuts, bananas, and in fact all tropical fruits,
and at the other end we can prow everything
that a cold country can grow. Everything
that ean be grewn in the open or nnder
glaxs in England can be grown in our South-
West.  There §8 nothing man wants that
cannot te grown in this State. That is a
very wide range, and some day we shall de-
velop this State far more actively than has
been dore in the past. The north will be
a2 very big asvet to Awstralia, just as the
wheat helt ig to-day and just as the South-
West is fast heeonming,. We bhave an wnfor-
tunate hahit of appointing a Toyal Commis-
sion every time we get anrthing poing. T
have heen reading of the develorment of
Aurtralia in the ecarly davs, and I find that
in 1829 a Commission was appointed to in-
guire into the work of agricultural develop-
ment.

Mr. Rirhardson: Notwithstanding all that
we sre still going on.
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Hon, 8ir JAMES MITCHELL: It is ase-
less to worry akoutl the pasgt; that is dead
and gone and dene with. But the future is
ours, and 1t we ure true to our trust and
true to the kmpire that has entrusted us
with the management of this valuable por-
tion of its territory, we shali get to work
and develop it. I have said tive bundred
times that Australia is not safe while peo-
pled by only six miliion souls. America 13 2
uew country, just as we are. American in-
uependence dates back 148 years. In New
South Wales settlement is 134 years old,
Anwrica s population has gone up by 110
millions, while that of Australia hus gone
1rom nothing to six millions. America is
the saiest country in the world in which to
live. Austialia is the least safe of all be-
cause of its being so isolated. Yet in the
svars that have gone we have hesitated to
uring in people to populate Australia. To
make this country safe for our children,
people must Le poured into it. We would
be very happy it we were left alone, and
we cowd Le well cff, too, bat that is not the
point. It is a matter of asafety., We have
our women and ebildren to proteet, and it
15 hecaese 1 lelt we were not =aje that I
diet all 1 conld to bring in more people. 1
have recceived protests tfrom English people
visitiug the State arainst bringing any more
people out. A man would be a fool to stay
Lere it we hud mno intention of increasing
the population. We need a long outlook and
we peed courage. We shall have troubles
of course, hut troubles are only made to he
faced. We must face them too, lest in our
carelessness we provide greater troubles.
There is no insurmountable difficulty ahead.
We should go right on. This eountry has
been tested. When we talk of posterity hav-
ing to pay, we should remember that we are
handing to pesterity something worth ten
titnes the debt it will take over.  We have
created an asset qrite equal to the money
we lhave spent, and apart from our institn-
tions and our civilisation, no one can danht
that posterity will aay, “We have received
a very good deal indeed.’’

Mr. Teesdale: Let them pay a little for it.

Hon, Sir JAMES MITCHELL: But they
will not pay.

Mr. Teesdale: Well, make them.

Heon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: We have
paid the price in more ways than ome. Pos-
terity will come into a wonderful asset and
the accompanying debt will be exceedingly
moderate,

Ar. Teesdale: Leave them a bit of weork,
too,

Hon, Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Thers will
be plenty of work for posterity o do.
Natere sees to that. When the bread of the
world eame frem the gickle, the world was
fed. Now that it eomes from great ma-
chines, the world is no better fed. Every
day the world is lecking for a supply of

hread. Nature sees that we have plentv
to do. Sometimes I wish Nature was not

#0 insistent upon requiring so much work
to be done. It posterity finds it must work,
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it will surely remember all that lLas heep
done by the 330,000 people of this State.
1t is sometimes said that men loaf. When
1 look at the aggregate work of the people
of this State, 1 marvel thar we have aceom-
plished so much. It is really wonderful how
much has been done. Posterity has been
well looked after by every act of govern-
ment and every work of development that
has been earried out, The items on the
Estimates are necessarily much the same as
those of last year. The Treasury is fairly
well organised and efficiently staffed, and
the work is done well, XNothing ean be
gained by diseussing the details of the Esti-
mates vow or later on. Of course members
do disevsg them, 5till, salaries are fixed by
the Public Service Counniesiouer and the Ap-
prenl Beard, and vnless there is some matter
of policy that is going to alter the whole
position, therve is really nothing to discuss.
We must satisfy ourselves, of course, that
evonomy is being practized. I am satisfied
it is, There are not six items on the Esti-
mates thnt I wish to discuss. Yef members
spend a great deal of time discussing items
with abksolutely no result. What we should
diseuss is the geueral yrosition, Tt is the
general discussien on the Estimates that is
of value, The most important item on the
Estimates is the one line representing in-
terrst. Dead and dull are the other items
relating to salaries, grants and inei-
dentals, but this one line ‘‘interest,’
indicated by the Premier as an ever-
growing amount, tepresents activity and
progress, nrovided the money is wisely ex-
pended. We can borrow safely on land for
production: we can horrow to provide the
necessary transport and market facilities.
The money so loaned is not a sink, but a
mint coining money, the only money that
we have, To.day T am glad not to be on
the Treasury bench, because I can devote
my time to persuading the Committee to
look on the position as T do. By the way,
money borrowed to-day for all purposes is
costing the taxpayer very little. Next T
want to deal with the Estimates, and to
prove to the Premier, if I can, that he will
balance the ledger this year; and in this
conneetion I hope T shall be regarded, not
as an optimist, but as having done some-
thing of value to the Treasurer himself. I
want the hon. gentleman to realise that I
was at the Treasury for five years, pro-
ducing five Budgets, as against the six
months he has heen at the Treasury—
fairly busy months too. Therefore the
probabilities are that T know as mueh
ahout the items on the Estimates as the
Treasurer knows, and that I know more
about some of the larger items than he
can possibly have had the opportunity of
getting into his mind in the short space of
half a year. I am sure the bon. gentleman
will not mind my saving this. The esti-
mated defieit is £188,000, an improvement
of £40,000 as against last vear’s improve-
ment of £176,000 and ap improvement of
half-a-million for the past two years, Last
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year [ estimated a deficit of £298,000, and
the actual deficit was £229,000, the im-
provement on my estimate .unountu;lg to
£69,000. I repeat that if nothing happens
Lo stop activity, the Treasurer will bal-
ance the ledger this year, I have no means
of knowing what the Treasurer proposecs
to get by way of tdxation. I am aware
that the landowners will get an exrra dose
oc taxation, while the mine owners are to
be let  off something, However, that
arpect can be discussed when the necessary
Bills vome aleng. In the meantime T wish
to assuie the Treasurer that the super tax

must go, Ly reason of a vote of this
Chamber.
The Minister for Works: Oh dear?

Heon, 8ir JAMES MITCHELL: Appar-
ently the Minister for Railways is nght
and there is only one voice here, [ thought
the Minister wos joking, but it scems that
he is right, and the soper tax is not to go.
8till, I trust it will go, becanse the
finances are now in decent order,

The Minister for Lands: Please say that
again,

Lon. 8ir TAMES MITCHELL: Isn’t the
Minister for Lands well?

The Minister for Lands: T am not when
vou talk like that.

Don. 8ir JAMES MITCHELL: That is
just where Ministers do the harm. I say
the firances are in decent order. The

Premier pointed out the other night that
the payment to the sinking fund, not the
inerease in the sinking fund, which is
more than twire the amount of the eash
payment to the sinking fund, but the cash
payments to the sinking fund, will amount
to more than the deficit. Therefore, the
deficit is ereated by the payments to the
sinking fuad.

The Minister for T.ands: But that oes
not mnake the finances in good order.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: It does.
The people of this country hive on the
one hand a deficit of £188,0100, and on the
other hand an increase in sinking fund of
£540,000, apd an actual cash contribution
to sinking fund by the Treasurer of
£230,000 odd. Tt all depends on how one
views these things. Budgets are faets
when the T'reasurer produces them here.
They are accurate as far as the officers
kaow, thovgh' of course mistakes may
aceur. Return No. 13 is a noteworthy re-
turn, and well worth inspection by the
Committee. Public utilities, not State
trading concerns, for the wvear 1921,
showed a deficit of £715,000, in 1922 a
deficit of £507.000, in 1923 one of £250,000,
and in 1924 one of £23,000. Apparestly
this year thev are expected to show a
deficit of £114,000, What a difference in
a few short years! Tn the space of a very
few yvears public utilities have mlproved
to the extent of £R26,000. Tn our publie
utilities we are handing down to postentv
a verr valeable asset. The Premier's
estimate shows an improvement of
£133,000 over last year, as against an im-
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provement of £227,000 over the previous
year. With an increased area under crop
uf 339,000 acres, with the timber industry
very active, and with general trade good,
the improvement is very much under-
estimaied by the Premier; there is ao
doubt ahout that. For the first time the
gold mines are holding their owa, and their
production is not decreasing, as it has
been during the last few years. 1 cannot
imagine that anything will prevent the
Treasurer from getting a greater improve-
ment than he anticipates—an improve-
ment of only £135,00U0 as against an im-
provement in the previous year of £227,000,
He estimates that public utilities will re-
turn £99,000 worse. Of course I do not
know why the hon, gentleman has so
budgeted. 1 know the Commissioner of
Raijlways is always very disinclined to put
returns up. Every year he gets far morc
than is shown on the Budget. I know a
little about the methods by which these
things are worked, and T tell the Treasurer
he will get a far greater improvement thaa
he has estimated, unless he proposes to
‘reduce freight on wheat, or reduce fares,
very considerably.

The Premier: The responsible officers do
not think what you think,

Hon. 8ir JAMES MITCHELL: Last year
we had an additional 100,000 aecres under
crop, as against 239,000 acres more this
year,

The Premier: I ean tell you the Com-
missioner’s estimate. OQf course you have
had experience,

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: I can
guess. 1 eould tell the Premier.

The Premier: I dare say.

Hon, 8ir JAMES MITCHELL: In my
first year as Treasurer, though mot with
the present Commissioner of Railways, T
was new to the game. In my second year
T was still a little new, But when the
third year came ronnd I kanew a bit about
the game. It iz the same with the Taxa-
tion Department. All departments think
they will have to spend more than they
actually are compelled to spend, and they
al] think they will get less revenue than
they actunlly do receive. Of course it
maust be horne in mind that the depart-
mental heads de not know eractly the in-
tentions of the Government. However,
the increased activity of the railways is
due largely to the loan expenditure of the
last few years., It is mnot only the
increased produce that is carried, hut the
traffic created hy the money resulting from
the sale of the produee. T have another
reason for believing that the ledper will
halanee this vear. I find that reason in the
items mentioned by the Treasurer the other
day, items that can be estimated acenrately.
I 4o not knnw how the difference came
ahout, but in the one eaze exnenditure on
interest went up hy €37,000, which is equal
to a year’s interest on nearlv two millions.
whereas the Treasnrer had the money for
only half a vear. The amount received into
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revenue tor interest paid by the various de-
purtments was L£i06,000 less. But for thos:
iwue amounts we should have got within
£65,000 of Lalaucing the ledger. It is eusy
to estimate clodely the amounts to bhe re-
ceived and those to be paid away in this
connection.  [nterest, of course, is received
fromt the Agrienltural Bink, the Soldier
Hettlenent Scheme, the Industriey Assist-
ance Hoard, the Workers' Ilomes, and other
roneerns of a like nature; and the amount
of that interest must increase annually. 1
hope the Treasurer will give attention teo
the figures which I am about to use, It
seems to me that a mistake has erept in
somewhere. In 1922.23 the intcrest bil
amounted to £611,000. The money loaned
is spread over the year, and carrics interest
on the full anoont for only half a year, as
is casily understood. The interest for the
half year emded should have bzen £36,000
greater than the previous year’s interest, be-
ing interest on £2,200,000. Iurther, the in-
terest on £2,200,000 loaned last year shoull
have bren, whilst the money was going out,
£480,000.  The Premier will sve that threse
amounts ean be ¢piculated when one knows
the figures and knows how the money goes.
We received only £708,000, wherecas we
should have received £776,(000, and that is
sowrething the Premier might lonk into.
However, my estimate wag £811,010, and not
£776,000, Lecau-e I proposed that on works
under construction interest should be de-
bited just as it would he if a private per-
son undertook *he work for the Government.
According to the figures, that does not seem
to have heen done.

The Promier: T did not do it.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: The Pre-
mier will do it,

The Premier: I think not.

Hon, Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Yes, he
will do it, because he is carrying out work
as agent for rhe metropolitan area. The
thing does not matter much when the work
is a reilway which will be owned hy the
State; bunt even in that case, the principle
of not debiting interest during eonstrue-
tion is wrong, The State is spending three
millinns for the metropolitan area, Is the
Stnte to carry the interest on that amount
during the time it is being used for comn-
struetinn purposes?

The Premicr: That has always been the
practice.

Hon. Sir JAMES MIT(HELL: Yes, but
it is nnt rieht. 'The Government are acting
ns avents for the people of the metropoli-
tan area, and the intereat would ammmt to
a considerable sum. ‘When the works are
handed over, ns they will be, they will not
he handed over at their proper cost at all,
heequse interest on monmev during eonstrue-
tion is part of the eost. T mever did charge
interrst dvring construetion, bt T had de-
eided to An it this vear. T think that when
the Premier gnes intn the matter he will see
that it is a fair thing to de, To refrain
from charging wp interest during construe-
tion is not rizht, really, even where we are
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doing work for ourselves; and it certainly
is wrong where we are doing work for other
peopte.  The fart of that interest not hav-
ing been charged accounts for the difference
hetwezn my estimate of £811,000 and the
£776,000 which [ have mentioned.

The Premier: As a fact, it would ae-
count for hmore than that.

Hon. Sir FJAMES MITCHULL: Possibly;
but it accounts for that Jdiffervoce, anyhow.
It woald not account for very mueh more,
sweing that the cxpenditure is spread over
the year. We veceived only £708,000 against
£776,000, which I know ought to have eome
in. The Premier, therefore, will have that
money fo come into the return this year.
He will have £69,000 more this year in in-
terest on the £2,300,000 advaneed fo the far-
mers Jast year. If he advances, as I hope
he will, another £2,300,600 ie will have an-
other £69,000 to come from the Agrieultural
bank and soldier settlement. So that the
estimate should be £914,000 as against
£839,000, which he shows on the Esti-
mates, Last year we leat £2,300,000
and of the balance of loan expendi-
ture, £1,600,000, part was logned to
other people and part used for publie
works and other wndertakings. Seventy per
cent, of the total loar expenditure, however,
wits Jent to the farmers. [ know that these
figures are diffieit to follow, beeause there
is some confusion when one considers the in-
terest that is being paid on monev expended
over the whole year and the interest on the
amount for the next year, which must be
twice as mueh. Tt is casy to ealenlate it. We
know that £2.300,000 has been loaned to
farmers, and we know what it has cost us
and what we shall get for it. When we
come to the Fremantle Harbour Trust, the
figures given are £203,000 as against the
previons vear's reecipts of £203.501. Sarely
with largely increases traffic we shall get
more then £203,000 this vear. We lhave
an additional 339.000 acres onder crop this
vear. There must, therefure, be something
wrong here,

The Minister for Lands: A number of
gteamers came in last year for sn.all parcels.

Hon, Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Why
cannot they come in this year?

The Minister for Lands: They will go to
Albany.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Wel},
that is just as good. But T am sure they
will go to Fremantle. Tt is no use saying
we are omnly poing to receive the same
amount as we moi last vear, when we know
there will be an increase. Of course those
ficures will only represent grosa reecipts.
I hope the Government will tell us what the
profit is, becanse we know there will he little
left after interest has been paid. The rev-
enue from railways and harbours should
materially improve side by side, and the
improvement will be dae to the same rause
—increased trade, dne in tura to increased
production. I believe that the Government
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;\_‘ill make records this year all along the
ine,

The Premier: TIn some ways, yes, but not
all along the line. I mean with regard to
receipts,

Hon. 8ir JAMES MITCHELL: Yes, you
will, There will be inereased revenue from
{imber, wool, wheat and income tax.

The Premier: No.

liou, ®ir JAMES MITCHELL: Oh, yes.
It you, Mr. Chairman, will permit me to
muke a bet [ will bet the Premier on this
point, and notwithetanding the Lotteries
Bill. The I'remier is going to get far more
irein tailways and harbours than he imag-
inex, and frow outer harhours too. Income
tax must Le greater than the Premier has
estimated, I know Mr. Black,

The l'remier: I am afraid I will not get
wy estimate from inenme tax,

Hea, Bir JAMES MITCHELL: Yon wiil
get a fair gum,

The Premier: XNo;
ahout that estimate.

Hon. Sir JAMFES MITCHELL: [ am very
suspivions about it and T ghould not have
aapd so if the Premier had not suggested it.
The Premier says he will receive £450,000
this year as against £3502,000 collected lasi
year, when the estimate was only £390,000
the year before. He will admit there was a
big sum of money nutstanding at the end of
1921-22, and yet the Comnissioner estimated
that he would get £380,000 in spite of what
he knew in regard to what was cutstanding.

Thte Premier: Knowing thers was a big
sum outstanding the Commissioner did not
anticipate being able to collect it all

taon, Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Of course
he did, Why, hang it, try 1o escape paying
taxation, and see what will happen! £390,000
was estimated, and there was collected in
1923-24, £502,000, What has the Premier to
say to that?

The Premier: A speecial effort was made.
" Hon, Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Mr. Black
makeg a speeial effort all the time, and he
does it pretty well, too,

The Premier: Even if he collvets the same
proportion, there is outstanding sume £00,000
less than was the case last year.

Hon, Sir JAMES MITCHELL: T know

you are suspicious

that Mr. Black will get in more than
£502,000. TL.ook at the value of wool this
year!

The Premier: Look at the reduced clip!
The wvalue, of «ourse, ia high.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Look at
the quantity of wheat that has been ex-
ported, and lnok at the trade generally of
last year.

The Premier: You are arguing for a re-
duetion of taxatiom,

Hon., 8Sir JAMES MITCHELL: T hope
the Premier will realise that T was where
he is now for a period of five yoara, and
that he has heen there for six months only.

The Premier: I was over on your side
for a long time.
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Hon. 8ir JAMES MITCHELL: I can do
no more now than repeat the arguments
used Ly the Premier with respect to taxa-
tion at the time when he was in opposition.
If 1 do that it will be ar adequate rejoinder.

The Prewier: [ always stuck to yeu in
the matter of taxation.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: You
were not able to show that I had uuder-
gtated income; you snid that I had over-
stated it and you did not expect that [
would get the results that came about.

The Premier: On the income tax aesess-
monts I said you had vnderestimated.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: I did
much better than I thought, I could have
¢ome to this House and said *°Let go taxa-
tion.’* Of course it would have heen very
popular to do that, but 1 am afraid the
INouse would not have respected me very
much at that time, Lecause everyone would
have known that with the deficit standing
as it did it should not have been done. Had
I done it, probably I would have been on
the other side of the House to-day.

The Premigr: It only would have affected
a few at the top of the tree,

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: No,
everybody. It would have been very popular
with everyove and with my own party. I
am endeavouring to show the Premier that
his figures are wrong. So far as I know
my figures arc correct. I know that the
Premier will gel more bhecanse everything
is Lbouyant; there are better prices and more
money, Stamp duty, I thiak, will vield a
little more, and timber should give as much
revenue if the trade continues active, as I
hope it will do.

The Premier: The timber industry was
worked at top pressure last year.

Hon, Sir JAMES MITCHELL: I have
shown that the Premier will have a sub-
stautial eredit halance.

The Premier: T hope you are right.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: The
supertax can go, There should be no in-
ercase in taxation. We ean afford to have
a smadl defirit 6 I'ng as wo are contribn?-
ing u greatcr anevpt in eoch 1o the sinkine
fand. No other State in the Commonwealth
bos a osirkine fand worthv the name, Duw
ing {hisx searion wo are passivg Bills that
will vanse jenple in wany ways to pay out
more than wax foimerly the ease. We are
giving them on o) portonity of subseribing
to State Intteries, and through the Workers®
Compensation Act Amendment Dill they will
be paying more than heretofore, hut without
benefiting the worker. We, therefore, ought
to reduce taxation. and Jater on T shall move
for & reduction. The Premier shows an im-
provement of £40,000 over last year. That
cames fom the profits of the savings hank
£20.000, whivh he has rightly transferred
to revenue, and an additional £30.000 from
sandalwood, represcnted by the three-fifths
of the income that he has taken from the
Foresta Department, These two amounts ac-
eount for the improvement in the defieit. T
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know that we great economy is possible in
the departmental expenditure, People are
always taking economy, but the Premier will
agree that it is being practised, and that he
hag cuntrol of the finances such as no Treas-
vrer has lLad until recent years. All over
the State there is work that we rightly ought
to do. With our ine¢reasing populatien and
the transference of people from the gold-
fields to our agricultural areas we bave to
spend more money, because we have to
create mew schools and new hospitals for
people wha were served in that direction be-
fore. There is no esraping that expenditure,
and it offers no pessibility of ecomomy. Dur-
ing the last tew years, through the officials
of the department, we have practised econo-
mies that were never practised before.
We have had to retuse the legitimate re-
quests of taxpayers for momey, but that
was unavoidable, With regard to the ques
tion of borrowing, the Premier said that
we borrowed in Australia £10,000,000, and
in London £25,000,.00. Our ghare of the
Australian loan would be £1,200,000, which
iy more than we had before, and our share
of the London borrowings would be
£2.310,000. I object to the Federal Govern-
went exereising any restraining hand uwpon
orr borrowing, particularly outside Australia.
They have no right to interfere with our
London borrowings, aund it is not gencrous
of them to do so. Thev know that if we
denied thetn the right to horrow for Aus-
tralia the competition that would ensve
would inerease the cost of money. Wea know
that our State would have had less chance
of pgetting it than the bhipger and richer
States where the money is. Queensland,
Tasmania, and Western Australia  wonld
have had lesa vhance of berrowing than the
other three States, where the expenditure of
the money would benefit the people who were
lending, The money wonld he spent around
them., The Commonwealth authorities say,
““We will borrow for you in Australin if

-~ you will let us restriet your borrowing in the

old laml.’” T object strongly to the Fed-
eral Government exercising any such au-
thority over us.

Mr. Thomsan: What would you have done
if you had been faced with the same posi-
tion as the Premier?

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Tam com-
ing to that, It was ungenerovs of the Com-
monwealth to ingist upon this. The Premier
had ro option but to allow them to borrow
for us. T doubt if we could zet the money
ourselvea at 63 per cent. if we went on the
market in opposition to other pegple. I
dn not think the Premier will object to what
T am saving. There is no douht the Com-
monwealth anthorities have the big end of
the stick, T hope this will not oceur arain.
T do not blame the Premier, for I know he
made a protest,

The Premier: T protested as much as pos-
sihle, No one disliked it more than T did,
but they had us, We had no ontion but to
agree. There wasno escape, for they had the
advantage.
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Lion, Sir JAMES MITCHeLL: The Pre-
niier will have a good deal of money to
spend this year. He cannot get money out
trem London, but he can make many of his
pnrrhases there. He las money collected
with which to pay interest, and can use it
in Londen. He will bave practically
£3,000h66G0 to spend, and roughly £3,000,000
of this will be spont here. The rest will Le
for purchases of rails, ete.,, in London, [
hope if he does buy rails in Australia he
will insist upon payment being made in
London.

The Premier: We will insist upon payment
in London for all things possible.

Hon, #¥ir JAMES MITCHELL: I hope so.
That will Le continning the arrangement we
wmude. 1t he does pay in London, the money
will be costing five per cent. jnstead of six
yer cent. in Aunstralin, The Broken Hill
Company tepdered for £300,000 worth of
raily for thiy State, I told them they could
not have the order unless the account was
paid in London, They agreed to this, and the
transaction saved us one per cent. for the
next 30 years, in addition to the cost of ex-
change. Apart from the £3,500,000 the I’re.
micr will have, he will have a eredit on gen-
eral aceount of £614,000, in the KEastern
States a credit of £197,00, and on acrount
of the Savings Bank a credit of £476,000,
a total of £1,287,000. The I'remier has to
keep a big reserve in the Savings Bank, and
no doul.t the Comimonwealth will take a big
slice of this amount. It iy hardly right to
say there will be no Habilities against these
three sums. Last year these three items
came to £748,000, so that there is a hig in-
crense for this vear, The Premier is financ-
ing as from the 1st July with a borrowing
limit of £3,300000, =0 thal he is not so
hadly off, and will he able to do ags much
a= we did last vear. Then there is the ceol-
lection of money owing by farmers that will
=spave loan expenditure, That may assist the
T’remier to the tune of £300,000 or £400,000.
On the question of exchange, I do not know
why we are having the trouble in getting
money from London. Tt is a very scrions
matter, The inports last year by Avsiralia
were £140,000,0100, as against the exports
£119,000,000. Tor the last year or {wo the
imports have been greater than the exports,
but a few years back the position was dif-
ferent. T suppose that trouble has not yet
heen overcome. To the imports must be
aldded the £20,000,000 that .Australin pays
by wav of interest to T.ondon. This makes
the imrorts, ineluding interest, £160,000,000
as against the exports £119,000,000, and the
Comrmonwealth borrowing in  London of
£28.000,000, There is, therefore, a balance
on the impart side of abomt £13,000,000,
whirh onght to help the exchange. T sup-
noee it will not 1-e lone hefore the matter
riwhts itaelf.

The Premier: Tt onght te imrrove.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHRELL: Sever-]
vears aro we went haek an far ny exchange is
e~neorned a eomciderable amnnnt, and our
imports were less than our cxports. T now
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have something to say that should interest
the Minister for Lands, and show him that
the position is better than it sounds.

The Minister tor Lands: I wish it were
%0 in practice.

Hon. 8ir JAMES MITCHELL: Perhaps
1 have a littie better understanding of the
position than bas the Minister.

The Minister for Lands: You do not
understand it any morve than the manager
of the Agricultural Bank does.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELDL: | have a
different ountlook upon the question, Per-
haps I can be accused of being a little tou
Jenient to farmers. Having so many years
apgo come into control of the Agricultural
Baunk, and mare or less created the law as
it is to-day, 1 1o take a different view,
und regard the furmer as a nutional asset.
I have told the Committee what he has
done for the Treasnry by his work. The
amount cutstanding for the repayment of
loans and interest does seem large, This
amount, however, carries interest. The
farmers are not getting the money for
nothing, and the public cught to know
that.

The Minister for Lands: They ought to
have learned nhout it lately, hecanse quite
a row was Kicked up about it.

Ilon, $Sir JAMES MITCHELL: If
£1,000,(HH) were overdue it would cost the
State £60,000 a vear by way of interest,
and the State could not pay it when these
payments are made to individuals, Buat iu
this case there is no loss to the taxpaver.
The money necessary to cover this has
been found; the Government will not hava
to put up a penny of it. The Treasurer’a
loan expenditure will benefit from these
callections. They amount fo a reserve
fand on which he will draw.

Ritting gusprmdrd from 6.15 to 730 v,

Hon. 8ir JAMES MITCHELL: T was
endeavouring to rconvince the Treasurer
that the outstanding amounts owing as re-
demption monev on aceount of interest by
the farmers under the Soldier Settlement
Seheme and to the Agricultural Bank
really were of henefit to him, beeause the
money when eollerted wonld relieve his
lovn rxpenditure. The position is unsatis-
factory to the extent that some men whe
¢an pay have not done so.

The Minister for Lands: They will pay
in future.

Hon., 8Sir JAMES MITCHELL:
hoard have control.

The Minister for Lands:
have.

Hon. Sir TAMES MITCHELL: Tt is not
the duty of the Minister tn look into in-
dividual acconnts. With decentralisation
more money will he collected. T doubt if
ever the porsitian was mare satisfaetory
than if is to.dav. The fizures nre bigger
to-dav hecause the aggregate of the loans
ix Iarger. Tt 35 a strange thing that the
soldiers have shown better results under

The

They should
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this heading than the ordinary clients of
the bank,

The Minister for Landa: Some men got
money at five per cent. instead of eight
per cent, That will not go an much longer.

Hon, Sir JAMES MITCHELL: I have
heard of some paying up to eight per cent.
and 12 per cent., but not bank clients. In
any case, it is satisfactory to know that
the soldiers have done better regarding
infereat payments than the ordinary bank
clients. | am bound to confess that T do
not think either section has done badly,
particularly when we consider that the
interest for a year on £10,000,000 would be
£600,000 and the total interest owing is
£400,000. It must always be remembered
that Western Australia with her extensive
wheat lands is a single crop country and
the present crop will be sold in February.

The Minister for Lands: The interest
owing is over £500,000.

Hen, Sir JAMES MITCHELL: That is
true, but the figures put before us were
made up to the 30th June last.

The Minister for Lands: £630,000 was
owing then.

Hon, 8Bir JAMES MITCHELL: Let us
be quite fair,

The Minister for Lands: That is fair.

Hon, 8ir JAMES MITCHELL : The
figures to the 30th June show the interest
done on that dafe, but that interest could
not have been paid unless paid before the
interest was calculated. :

The Minister for Lands: It counid have
been paid.

Hon, 8ir JAMES MITCHELL: That
could not have been expected in the ecir-
camstances. The redemption instalments
overdue total about £418,000, That is far
tooe much, and I have no doubt that so
much money is owing because it was so
cheap and the men, therefore, meglected
to pay. The older clicnts procured their
money at five per cent. The redemption
payments are too high and when I was in
power I introdn~ecd the Rill to make the
payments lower. With the provision for
irteresy and siaking fund, the interesi
agpregated about nine per cent. The re-
payvment of princfpal was on a gradunated
seale. Tt must he rememhered, too, that
the £418 000 is enrning interest, but it is
part of the principal that should be paid.
If it could be collected now when we want
money, it would be useful. On the 30th
June intereat owed by Agricultural Bank
clients totalled £182,000 and by the soldier
settlers, £217,000, The advances to soldier
spttlers were, of course, muech more than
to the bank clients and as they bave done
better than the ordinary hank clients in
the matter of repavments, the positlon js
not too bad. On the 30th June ancther
£227,000 was charged up and the Premicr
ineluded that amornt, making a total owing
of £1,45,000,

The Premier: I gave the figures up to
the 31st August.
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Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: That is
80. lhe Premier certainly ghowed that
some of the, money was collected subae-
quentiy, but the £227,000 was made up o
the date the interest was charged. The
Premier could hardly have expected the
money te be paid in sueh circumstances,

The Premier: 1 did not say so. I gave
the figures for the financial year,

Hpu. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: A pro-
portion of the amount was not overdue as
at 30th June; it was merely due then,

The Premier: I gave particulars of the
arrears anil eurrent interest apd said that
s0 much had becn paid off the current
charges.

ITon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: That is
so. I quite understand that the Premier
was referring to the past half-year aud not
the current half-year.

The Premier: T thought I made it clear.
SBore have paid and some have not,

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Again
we must remember that our land securities
are increasing in value all the {ime. Where
the land is first class, the value has doubled.
'_I’hc value of the land held hy soldier settlers
is eertainly twice what we gave for it, even
without taking into consideration the im-
provemexnts,

The Ainister for Lands: I am afraid the
soldier settlers would not say so, beeause
they are asking for the capitalisatidn of
their properties to be written down.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL : Of
course, only about 266 soldier settlers went
before the Royal Commission that was ap-
pointed! Tf yon encourago them, of ecourse
they will do so. Everyome would like to
ask for what they think they ought to get,
particularly when it is all te nothing,
When the land rents were reduced

The Minister for Lands: That was the
only mistnke we mado.

Hon, Sir JAMES MITCHETLIL: That was
only one of the many mistakes the Minister
has made. When we reduced Jand rents the
ink was hardly dry on the paper authoriging
the reduction, before land was offered not
at what the soldiers said was too great a
price, but at a much higher figure, We re-
duecd the value of the land by some £700,000
but by doiug so, the farmers suffered far
more thar £700,000 worth of damage. Prob-
ably the figure would be four or five times
the amount. We gave them a setback, Their
credit was reduced. I am afraid that much
of this disadvantage arose from peolitical
considerations, not altogether hy membors
on the present Ministerial side of the House.
To-lay land at Bruee Roek is selling at up
to £8 an acre. Much has happened since we
reduced the value of land and we are
coming to realise what is the real value. Tt
is strange, for instance, that we have Qdis-
covered only dQuring the past two years the
particular value attaching to land in some
parts, One discovery has meant so much
to portions of the wheat area. Tt is only
in a few parts of the world that there is a




1290

natara) surface inuleh, by means of which
thu mwisture is retained in the land. That
applies to the country at DBruce Roek,
Marembeen aad a iew other centres. In
those areas the moigture is retaived without
the neccessity 1or much efort. That applies
to ‘only a tfew small parts of the earth’s
surfsee. A tnan suggested to me that this
was the position at Bruce Rock and Narem-
been and after 1 hand made inquiries I found
that it was so. That fact adds much to the
value of those areas. It is also strange that
ws have only recently diseovered that cer-
tain peculiarities confined te a amall area of
the world are to be found in portions of our
South-Western areas, That will mean much
to us too. 1 will be cajled an optimist if |
continue apeaking in {his strain!

The Ministér for Lands: That will be
sownething new.

Hon. S8ir JAMES MITCHELL: The pub-
lic should realise that onr land securities
bave ioercased in value tremendouwsly and
that there are buyers available now from the
Eastotn States. 1 hope our land values will
romain firm, for there is nothing so im-

ortunt to a counfry as firm land values.
It means that the land can be put to batter
use and that we have a more profitable out-
look. It means that financing will be made
easier, Every single-crop country is & bor-
rowing country and in those circumstances
we have to wait for 12 months before we
can expect to colleet from the farmers. We
lost a good deal of money on aecount of
light land develapment. In 1911 the light
lands produced a good crop gmd it was
thoughi they would ‘continue doing s0. We
cleared hundreds of thousands of acres that
have now gone out of cultivation, That cost
us some hundreds of thounsands of pounds.
That land will be used for grazing stock.
When the statements made by the Premier
aud by myself are compared, it will be
found that our figures agree but variations
will be found regarding the statements
covering the pesition.

The Treasurer: I made no comments,
merely giving the aectual figures. The hon.
member is giving figures and his opinions
also.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Prob-
ably I was a little conscious when the Treas-
urer was speaking, 1 thought the tone he
struek was not too pleasant. }

The Treasurer: I thought the figures were
important enough to give the House as in-
formation. That was all.

Hon, Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Yes, but
as, probably, T more than anyone clse am
respensible for the Agricultural! Bank Act.
X 4id fecl that the Treaavrer was obiecting
to this amnunt being otstanding and ex-
presgine Fome Jdanbt about its safetv.

The Minister for Lands: T hope he was.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: That is
the different view of the Minister for Lands.
He knows the monev is ecarrving interest,
and that if he pets it in it will he all o
his advantage. The Minister’s interjection
docs show the differcnt outlook, The interest
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charged by ithe Federal Government on aor-
dier settlement iz £6 8s, 64, the soldiers be-
ing charged £6 l0s.,. so that there might be
ls. 6d. to cover liank expenses. As we know,
that resulted in a lose -of £20,000 per an-
num. The Federal (iovernment propesed
reducing the interest to 5 per cent. as from
the 31st December last. All the States pro-
tested that the rate was too high. We had
a Premiors’ counferenge and discussed the
matéer. Mr. Bruce and Dr. Earle Page were
favourable to the reduetion, but we could
not agree to other financial propesals eub-
mitted, and the Federal apthorities said it
would have to stand over for gome time.
However, we protesied and endeavoured io
get them to redwce the interest. I aw glad
to know the good work will be eontinued by
the present Government. I hope that furthor
representations will be suceessful. The Fed-
ernl Governmeni contribute 123 per ecut. of
the total amount nded on soldier seitle-
ment, This 12% per cent. is to cover ger;
tain rebate of interest to the geldiors .and
ceriain losses. It will ameunt to a very big
sum. Tt is the firet time in Eistory that we
have had such a sum given to us to help
in the work of development. And, after ill,
the goldier settlement was good for the sol-
dierarand good alse for the State. Just the
same, i{ was right that the Federal Goevern-
ment should foot the bill, because fhey got
all the t(axaiion imposed as the result of
war, aud this work arises out of {he war.
The fund is eatirely .the State’s, to de with
aa it pleases, cxcept that the rebate mpsi
be made to the soldiers. The rebate will
eost 6% per cent., and the other 6 per cqnt.
will conatitute a fund to cover losses. If
the amount is more than enough to meet
logses, the balanee should be invested to the
benefit of the soldiers.

The Minister for lands:
it won’t be.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: There
you are again, expressing doubis and fears
about everything. . .

The Minister for Lands: ¥ wish it were
only doubt and fear.

Hon, Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Don’ be
30 moody., TYou get out of bed on the
wrong side every day. It is so easy to
doubt. Let me point out to the Treasurer
that thia tmoney standing to the credit of
the fund is a saving to the Government of
£7¥00 er annum in interest.

he Minister for Lande: On the 30th
June £86,000 was written off. )

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Apd @
suppose £86,000 has been reeeived since
that date. Let us state the poasition as it
is, At any rate, {here is advantage in bav.
ing £140,000 to credit withont having te
pav for it. On 5500 soldiers the rebate will
amount to over £700.000, probably £300,000.
Buat even if it be £700,000, that will give
the Siate about £350,000 to cover losses.
That is a anbatantial amount. It is good ig
have it. .If wa flave some losses, they will
came ont of the fund. The Treasurer will be
perfeetly justified in taking from the fund

I am afraid
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the money necessary to cover the cost of the
bank, Until the Federal Government re-
duces the rate of interest tbe Treasurer
ought to take the losses out of the fund.
That is the position in regard to the soldiers.
It is not too bad.

The Treasurer: We could hardly have
embarked on the scheme we did without
some such assistance.

Hon, Bir JAMES MITCHELL: Oh, yes,
we would have done our duty by the sol-
diers. The country has benefited by the
soldiers. Of course 8 per cent. is not very
much to cover losses; under the Imperiat
agreement we get 20 per cent., which would
bhe ample, The Federal Government should
increase the & per cent. The Treasurer tells
us that the Workers’ Homes Board have
run out of funds. I hope the Treasurer will he
able to make some money availabl> heyon
the £26,000 he has promised for buildings.
Whilst there may be a sufficient number of
buildings in Perth, they are short in many
country places owing to migrants coming
out from FEungland and the transference
of prople from the goldfields.

The Treasurer: [ think the poliey of
building homes in the couniry n very good
one,

Hon. 8ir JAMES MITCHELL: They tell
me the board have said thzy cannot build
for a bit, that they record the names ot
applicants, but that the applicants will have
to wait for the money. As a rule, a coun-
try home is a cheap home. For £1,000
three homes ean be built in the conntry, as
against one in the metropolitan area. How-
ever, I hope the Treasurer will be able to
make soms more money available for the
purpese. They are an exceedingly well-
managed board.

Mr. Teesdale: They have not been able
to do much for us up North.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: T hope
the Narth will receive aome attention at the
hands of the board. Mining is proving of as
much trouble to the Treasurer as it was to
me. Nobody seems to know jnst what ean
be done to assist the industry, [t 8 a
most diffienlt problem. Although we have
some 13 members representing the goldfields,
apparently it is difficult for them to sayv
what can be done. The Treasurcr proposes
to reduce taxation on mining. 1 do not
know how far his propisal will assist, but
certainly it shounld be a distine!. help.

Mr. Thomsen: It should be an encour-

agement for iovestors to spend their
money.
Hon. 8ir JAMES MITCHELL: Yes.

and by the same process we conld encour-
age them to spend it on agriculture.
While the Treasurer proposes to rtednce
taxation on mining, he proposes also to
increase it on agriewlture. T hope he will
reduce it in both instances. If the mining
companies make profits, T do not se¢ whv
thev should not be taxed, as other profit-
making industries are. However, I am
prepared to listen to any proposal for help-
ing the goldfields.
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The Minister for Railways: Under the
Treasurer's proposal only real profits will
be taxed.

Hon, Sir JAMES MITCHELL: I know
the Treasarer wants a policy, and that he
knows more thau mest of us about the
goldfelds. But it is a difficult problem.
A Roysal Commission to inquire into the
industry was promised. I do not kunow
whether the Government still intend to
appuint it. I hope the results disclosed at
Wiluna will justify the building of the
railway. We promiged that we would sub-
mit to Parliament a Bill for the construg-
tion of the line. Then the fun will begin,
when the Minister wants the line to go to
Geraldton while other members want it to
go down to Kalgoorlie. Still, I hopd
Wilura will prove right. I should like to
see the manganese deposits I visited some
time ago hbeing developed, and the ore
going to Geraldton in large quantities. It
is a pity to have such a valuable asset
stored away in tho bush, when perhaps we
can help get it on the world’s market. I
thought some help might have been given
by the scheme that Mr. Bruece discussed
with the Imperia! Government for tha
laying down of the line. Anything that
can be done to help that proposition shoulid
be done. I ghall be very glad to help to
have that mangané¢se deposit marketed.

The Treasurer: It is a very valuable
deposit.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL : It is.
It is a deposit such as that which produces
real money, if only we can have it
marketed. I hope the Premier realises
that in regard to all tbose products that
mean bringing real money into the State,
he will bhave our wholchearted support.
‘We are too slow to make use of our
opportunities. I sbould like to see pros-
pectors better protected if it is possible to
do so. Under our Jaw, when a prospeetor
finds a mine, we compel him to fulfil
labour conditions. The prospector is never
likely to have any money when he finds a
mine, because so long as he has enough to
buy tuecker, he goes out searching for
mines. In Rhodesia years ago the chari-
ered company used to take possession of &
mine when it was discovered and protect
the prospector. The company got some-
thing for themselves, and more for the
prospector than he could otherwise have
got. The company put the money into
railways. If a prospector discovers some-
thing we should be able to say to him,
‘You have made a discovery. Take no

risks. Do not give away half a fortune
for £25. Sell it, but we ghall not compsl
von to fulfil labour eonditions.”” Of

course T am roferring to the genuine
prospector.

The Premier: The Mines Department
have alwavys heen very liberal in the grant-
ing of exemption.

Hon. Sir TAMES MITCHELL: Yes, bat
snmething better is reanired. T have
known prospectors to sacrifice a great deal
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of the value of their work for a few
pounds. If we could make them feel safe,
it would be better. Tt is of no wuse a
prospector pottering about on a show un-
less he is going to put down a shaft. If
he does sufficient development to disclose
the value of a mine, we should say, **Yon
should get a reascnable price, and we will
help yeou to get it,”’ We send a man out
to find a mine, and when he finds it he may
be squeezed out of it. It is diffienlt to
proteet these men. I am glad that the
vote put on the Estimates last year for
an Agrienltural College site has been
drawn upon. I am very glad the site
chosen is so near to the town I represent.
The Government have gecured a very good
property indeed. We would have bought
the farm right at the Spencer’s Breok
railway station if we could have got it
cheap enough; it was only because of the
price that we did not buy it. I think the
owners were willing to take less after we
went out of office. The Government have
700 acres adjoining that farm, and if that
property had been purchased, it would
have meant that people coming from
Meekatharra, Kalgoorlie, and Albany,
would have passed the farm at the station.
However, I am satisfied that the farm
purchased is a good one.

Mr. Latham: The Government will have
to spend a lot of money on it yet.

Hon. 8ir JAMES MITCHELL: But tlhey
will do it gradually, I think the establish-
ment of this college will do incalenlable
good. It ean bhe used in connection with
the university; it can be used by our ex-
perts; it can be used to train our young
men, who now go to other high schools,
when they would be much better in the
eountry learning the art of agriculture.
We in Western Australia are fortunate,
Firat, we have Mr. MeLarty at the Agri-
cultural Bank attending to advances to
farmers, With his experience he i3 a
wonderful asset to Western Australia. No
man knowa more about the work of
making farms or the handling of farm
husiness than dnes he. We have Mr.
8utton, who hag done a power of work in
connection with new wheats, and who is
doing good work generallv as Director of
Agriculture. Tnder Mr. Button we have
some very capable men, A{ the University
we have Professor Paterson, a wonderful
agrieulturist, who iy doing good work
training the young men there. The com-
bination of the nniversity and the agri-
eultural college should provide us with
highly trained and skilful agriculturists—
just what we want. Mr, Hedpges zent me
some samples of wheat from Narembeen
yveaterday. One was a whest produced by
Mr. Grasby, and it iz the finest sample I
have seen this vear. T hope the Govern-
ment will Jose no time in praceeding with
the work of making the agrieultoral farm.
The North-West 18 another prohlem that
the Premier finds hard to tackle.

e [ASSEMBLY.)

The Premigr: It is o money problem,

Hon, Sir JAMES MITCHELL: It is use-
less pottering with it; when we make a
start we must go ahead. It is of no use
producing a few lundred pounds of cotton.
The developitwent of the North will mean the
cstablishment of o fairly big centre. We
were in trouble with wheat and fruit when
we produced only a Jittle. When one faces
the development of a vountry, be must do
it in a fairly extensive way in order to get
results. In the South-West we want to
settle the land from Perth to Albany. We
want to get in an annual crop—some of the
land will produce three crops a year—but
we do not want to waste any more time.
This is a big work. 8o is the completion
of the wheut aress, where settlement is ex-
tending to what was said to he very unsafe
distances from a port and to dietricts said
to be of very doubtful rainfall. We have
this work to do. Tt is n simple proposition.
AN agriculture is the making of one farm
mulfiplied many times. When we tackle the
North, we must do it in a big way. I be-
lieve Camden Harbour and the eoast in the
vieinity is much better than that at any
other part, but at Wyndham we have the
port, the facilities and the meat works.
When we eame to examine the country we
found it wag subject to flood, and it was
necessary to go further afield than was at
first though necessary for cotton growing
and tropieal agrienlture. This is unferton-
ate, heenuse transport is diffienlt.

Mr. Teesdale: Tt would be unfortunate
if vour statement were correct.

Hon, Sir JAMES MITCHELL: So far
as I know, it is correct.

My, Teesdale: There is no great area of
it flooded.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: T only
know what the reports centain, We adro-
cated the use of land suitable for tropical
culture within a reasonable distance of
Wyndham, and that land will be used. 1
believe the higher rainfall of Camden Har-
hour and the greater opportunities of fish-
ing would help in the settlement, but it
muet he started on a fairly big basts. I
should like to sce a enlony of people brought
ount and settled there, people who would
¢combine fishing with eultivating the soil, do
that they could take the wealth from the
water as well as from the land. Then there
eauld he provided a comfortable township,
where the peaple counldl enjoy some of the
convenienees that make life attractive.

Mr. Tresdnle: A leading merchant told
me that we were waiting for Canadian fish.
Yot we have plenty of our own.

Hon, Sir JAMES MITCHELL: But they
ore in the sea. We eat Canadian snlmon,
English fillet and other imported firh to a
valne of thovsand of nounds per annum.

Mr, Teesdale: Becavse vou cannot get
the quantity lorally.

Hon. Sir JANMES MITCHELL: And we
never shall unless we get settlement in the
North or where the fish atound,
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Mr. A, Wansbrough: At Albany as well.

Hon, Sir JAMES MITCHELL: But we
want fish at a fairly cheap rate. We can-
not afford to pay 2s. 2 lb. for schnapper.
In the sea is unlimited wealth in the form
of pearls, fish and turtle.

Mr, Teesdale: Salmon in a tin costs
1s. 94. per lb.

Homn, Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Then
more power t the people who take us down
if we are tov indolent or negligent to take
fish from our own waters.

Mr. Angelo: The great diffieulty is the
lack of quick transport.

Hon, Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Xo, it
is the want of enterprise. T received fish
from Carnarven by aeroplane,

Mr. Angelo: That would mean pretty
heavy freight.

Hon. 8icr JAMES MITCHELL: But !
did not pay it.

Mr, Panton: It mwust have been flying
fish.
Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL : The

wealth js waiting to be taken when we ex-
hibit sufficient enternrise to tackle the job.
We must face the North in a big way, It
is 8 wonderful part of Western Alstralia.
“ Mr. Coverlev: Did not von promise in
1920 to take the North seriouslv?

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELT,: I did
take it seriously, but the North did not, be-
enuse the people there sent the hon. member
down to represent them.

Mr. Panton: That was by way of protest.

Hon. Bir JAMES MITCHELL: I am
glad to have an assurance that immigration
is not to he stopped. I hope the evidence
of the stoppage of nominated immigrants
is not true.

The Miniaster for Lands: T have stopped
every one of them. That i3 straight!

Hou. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: No, it is
erooked.

The Minister for Lands: T have not re-
ceived one nomination unless the person
nominating knows the individuval.

Hon, Sir JAMFES MITCHELL: Then you
will not get any.

Tre Minister for Lands:
getting them.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: How can
the Minister hope to get many? A man who
has already come out would nominate his
wife, brother or sweetheart, but hov covold
he rominate others?

The Minister for Lands: <Could not the
migrants go fo Awustralin House and he ae-
cepted?

Hon. 8ir JAMES MITCHELL: Yea.

The Minister for Lands: That is what
thexr ought to dn,

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: The man
who has iust arrivesl may nomiraste his
friend; the chnrches will nominate

The Minister for Lands: Someone they
do not know.

Tte Premier: So long as they get them
out of the Old Country and into Western

Yes, we are

1293

Australia that is the extent of their con-
cern,

Hon, Sir JAMES MITCHELL;
churches have dune good work.

The Premier: But an organisation bas not
a personal interest.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: 1 think
the Premier is wrong. All thinking people
are keen on peopling this country. The Sal-
vation Army are now bringing out girls,
whom they ecare for and look after. Surely
that immigration is not to cease.

The Minister for Lands: The girls are not
nominated,

Hen, 8ir JAMES MITCHELL: No.

The Minister for Lands: Why should a
person in England s¢nd out here for a nom-
ination when be ean go to Australia House
aml arronge for his passage?

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: There are
religious bedies authorised by the Federal
Government to nominate, and that is a very
good system. The Salvation Army and the
various churches care for such migrants.
The girls coming out had much hetter be
going to the Salvation Army, and boy mi-
grants should go to an organisation,

The Minister for Lands: They are not
nominated.

Hon, 8ir TAMES MITCHELL: Last vear
11,679 migranta arrived here. More shounld
come next year. I notice, however, that the
vote for the upkeep of the Tmmigrants’
Home is reduced by £2,000, That is not 2
very hopeful sign.

The Minister for Lands: Last year we had
to write off about £2,000 for irrecoverable
debta,

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: ILast
year’s vote was expended on the upkeep of
the home. Let us have people; we must have
people; surely to goodness we have heen
pottering about long enough! We a)l know
that everyene who c¢omes here and works
makes work for other people. We cannot
have too many people here so long as we
have work for them. Let us not imagine
that the English people are mot good pro-
ple. They are excellent workers, Some of
us underrate the intelligence of the Enp-
lish workingman. Tt is wonderful that we
should bave so few failures among the many
English workmen brought out here,

Mr. Teesdale: Has that aspersion been
made by anyhody worth taking notice of?

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Bome pen-
ple say Fnglishmen should not he brought
ont here beeause they knmow two migrants
whe have proved unsatisfartory, There are,
of ceurse, seme men who should never have
heen horn. However, the Fnzlish migrants
have done marvellous work in Western Aus-
tralin.

AMr, Teesdn'e: Yes; they made Lake Grace
and RBroees Roak.

Hon, 8ir TAMES MITCATELL: We spend
our tire al vsing each otker, and therefore
it is ro wonder that we ahuse the migrants.
A derntation onee waited upon me fo ask
thot immigration shonld he stonped. T said
to the deputation, ‘‘T helieve I am the only

The
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Western Australian in this room. Weren't
you welecomed when you came heret I am
going to continwe to introduce more mi-
grante.'’ Let us get rid of that stupid, nar-
row, eelfish view. Before the immigration
policy began to operate, we had great
trouble in finding work for our people; but
since the migrapts came there has beem no
lack of employmeunt. If some of the migrants
are not all we would like them to be, still
the vast majority of them have proved ex-
cellent eitizens.

The Premier: We are not 100 per cent.
Australians in this Chamber,

Hon, Sir JAMES MITCHELL: 1 hope
migration will be aetively proeecded with,
There is 5o use in the public saying that im-
nmigration ought not to continue because a
few men get out who should not come. We
want a great many more women from the
Old Country, where there is a surplus of
2,000,600 women whilst we here have a
shortage of 20,000, The English people are
uot 50 anxious to come to Western Australia
as some of uvs imagine. They love the
0id Country. '

The Minister for Lands: Do you agree that
the Salvation Army should bring 200 a year?

Bon. 8ir JAMES MITCHELL: Yes; and
that is a good few. At Home the people
live a comiortable life somehow or other.
Let us get as many of them as we can.
There is plenty of work in the north, south,
east, and west of this ¢country. 1T shall not
digcuss group settlement, hecause there is
a Royal Commission sitfing, whose report
we shall have very soon. But I wish to say
that solid, good work has been done by Mr.
McLarty and those associated with him,
They have a good organisation, but there
must be firm and fair coairol if the scheme
is not to get out of hand. A gentleman who,
I fear, knew nothing about the scheme was
good enough to say that the scheme itself
was excellent but that there was no organisa-
tion. I do not fthink that gentleman knew
what the organisation is. 1 daresay the
Minister, if he bad found anything wrong
in the organisation, would have made altera-
tions ere this, seeing that he has been in
charge of the scheme for six months. There
are now 125 groups, with 2,283 settlera and
a populatien of 8,936, That is as much as
Northam. York, Beverley, and Toodyay com-
hined. To have established sueh a commun-
ity in a few months is not a had record. At
Pemberton, where there are 1,500 people, the
gettiement 15 entirely new: there was no man
at Pemberton previously. From the member
for York (Mr. Latham) T learn that that
settlement has 88 children. T wish the num-
ber was 18R At Busselton there are 44
groups, at Manjimup 20, at Northeliffe, the
new centre, 18, at Denmark 13, and on the
Peel estate 25. The expenditure teo date
totals £1,363,000. The settlers live in one
of the hest elimates in Arstralia, and on
land whirh T helieve will prove more pro
ductive than any other land in Auvstralia.
True, we have not the continuons stretches
of heavy first-class Jand to he fonnd in some
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of the Eastern States; but all the land in
the world is patchy. There ie not an acre
of the Bouth-West that cannot grow some-
thing; and the pastures there are certainly
equal to pastures on land in the LEastern
States which costs £100 per acre. I trust
that the group settlement scheme will be
pushed on actrvely, and that we shall get
the whole of our territory settied.

The Minister for Lands: The expenditure
on group scttlements this year will be 1%
millions.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: The ex-
Lenditure of 63 per cent. of all our borrowed
money during the past two years has re-
sulted in the Treasury figures improving by
kalf a million per annum. This country wilt
not be developed without meney, but there
is no use in tunking, heing atraid, shiver-
ing with apprehension. When one tries to
do anything in this country, peeple will
stop him if they can. They demand a Rayal
Commission. The Minister for Landa did
not want a Royal Commission on group set-
tiement.

Mr, J. H. Smith: Then why did the Min-
ister grant a Royal Commission?

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: The peo-
Ele I have in mind stopped the development

f the wheat belt and that. of the North.
Doubtless the group settlement work will be
delayed, but eventoally it will he done, Al-
bany, Bunbury, and Busseltom will become
large centres, becanse of this development in
the South-West. It is an cverlasting dis-
grace to us that we are buying two million
pounds worth of food annually in Eastern
Australia. Why should  Eastern Australia
mmake cur buiter and our bacon? T do not
know what our people are thinking about, to
allow it. Buot no really great development
will take place until the people themselves
demand that there shall be a big forward
move. They ought to demand it. Some
day they will, most probably when it is too
late. However, Western Australia has to be
peopled if it is to be protected. We have
lands waiting to e tilled and work waiting
to be done. Vietoria took 456,000 people in
the fifties.

Mr. Panton: Get a Vietorian gold rush
like that of the fifties, and you will get the
same number of immigrants.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Goid can
be produced from the surface of the ground
as well as from the depths of the mines. We
have our gold mines on the surface. On
these Estimates the Minister has provided
money, and T am sare he will provide on
the Loan Estimates for the further develop-
ment of this great territory of ours, Let
ns put cverv possible acre under erop. Let
us have the only wealth that covnts. T have
not much more to say, I have endeavoured
tn show that we ean produce more money
and it is our duty to do so by bringing in
more people and keepifig them at work and
encouraging them to be enterprising. We
mnst do all we can to secure for our people
comfort and happiness and to see that thev
have wider onportunitiea than they ex-
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perienced before. That is our doty, and
in that way we shali make our country
wealthy and safe. Therefore, the one line
on the Estimates, that of real importance, is
the line that represents the interest bill.

Mr. LATHAM (York) [8.2]: I do not
propose to say very much. We have
over eight millions of inoney involved

in the Estimates, but after all most of it is
money over which we have no control, As
the Leader of the Opposition has stated, it
is money that has te go in salaries paid in
connection with utilities which absorh most
of it again. But there is one question that
I do wish to refer to and it is that the ad-
ministration of the last Government was es.
sentially a country administration and that
it resulted in the production of the wealth to
which the Leader of the Opposition hag re-
ferred, I trust that the present Government
will continue that policy becanse it is sound.
There are wonderfnl oppartunities yet in
the State in spite of the faet that the MNin-
ister for Lands is of the opinion that we
have practieally exhausted gur wheat lands
for the time being within reasonable dis-
tance of railways.

The Minister for Lands: A distance of
121% wmiles from railways,

Mr. LATHAM: There are millicns of
acres that the Minister for Lands will be
making use of before his term of office
has expired three years hence. I know it
would be unwisc for me to esay that wheat
ean be grown on some of our areas, We
can, howsver, grow a limited quantity of
wheat, but thoze areas all the same are
capable of producing wonderful wealth in
the shape of sheep and cattle. It is all
fine dairying country and [ hope to have
the opportunity of taking the Minister
throngh some of it during the summer
months in order to show him how it is pos-
sible to grow summer feed on light lands,
particularly sorghum. It is asplendid feed
for dairying. There is a lot of land in this
State waiting to be used, but T regret that
there is not private money available for its
development. The Minister wants to eut up
some of these lighter areas into blocks of
5,000 acres.

The Minister for Lands:
10,000 acres,

Mr, TATHAM: Tf we ean get men with
money to tzke up those areas, there will
never he any regrets. We have recurring
deficits, anid thay are partienlarly notieeable
when the Estimates are brought down, but
the hest means of reducinz thosze deficits
iz not by taxatton, but by inereased produe-
tion, The ntilisation of the land is a soumd
policy and I believe if the Minister will
keep that before him continually, we shall
in the end be able to double our revenue
from the lands that are to-day served by
the wntilities provided by the State. The
most important thing to do is to settle not
only the wheat lands, but to make use
of the Iand in the north and in the south
as well. T have had a wonderful oppor-
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tunity recently of seeing something of the
South-West and T am perfectly satisfied
that whilst we shall be called upon to pro-
vide a good deal of mouney, there is a great
asset in that part of the State. If we
¢onld bring over people from the Eastern
States and demonstrate to them the possi-
bilities in the South, I am convinced we
would have an influx of pepulation from
the rest of Australia.

The Minister for Lands: It does your
eyes good to logk at it, does it not!

Mr, LATHAM: I know the JMinister
will have to be very pessimistic if ever
he drops the scheme that iz being worked
in the south to-day. I am satisfied, how-
ever, that he will never be so pessimistic
as to do that,

Hon., W. D. Johnson: What we want to
he careful about is to see that the settlers
themselves do not drop it.

Mr, LATHAM: I know we are going to
have a little trouble in that part of the
State, but we have had it in the wheat
areas and everywhere else, The South-
West, however, is the place for the people
we are bringing out from the Home land.
That part of the State iz better than any
other for those migrants. I trust also that
the Minister will reserve certain areas of
land there so that we may be able to get
people with capital to take them up. We
have to provide utilities such as roads and
railways, which of eourse would be eostly.
But in connection with land settlemant we
have the opportunity of building up a
gurplue cut of what to-day is a deficit.

Mr. Wilson: We have spent a lot of
money there,

Mr. LATHAM: Yes, and we have done
a lot of work.

Mr, Wilson :
foolishly too,

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: We have a lot
of croakers too.

Mr. LATHAM: It does not matter in
what avenue money is spent, some will
surely be wasted.

Hon, 8ir James Mitchell: The ultlmate
results will be there.

Mr. Wilson: T am not a croaker.

Mr. LATHAM : I am glad that ouwr
slogan is ‘*more production and the utilisa-
tion of every acre of land.’’ T believe it
is the intention of the present Government
to carry out the policy of spending loan
moneyv in the country distriets., Tt is a
sound policy and the fact has been em-
phasised by the Leader of the Opposition.
I regret that the Treasurer estimates that
this year he will have a small deficit. The
Leader of the Opposition pointed out how
it would be peossible to balance the ledger.
It is expected with the aid of the Lottories
Rill that bas just passed through this
House that a certain amount of relief wil
be given to the Treasurer.

The Premier:; It has been definitely
stated that the annual vote will not be
reduced.

We have spent a lot
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Mr. LATHAM: I believe that the money
to be derived from that source may be
used to relieve the Treasury.

The Premier: No.

Mr. LATHAM: Then I do not znow of
what value is legislation of that kind.

The Premier: It will provide hospital
faeilities and accommodation that has been
so badly needed for years past and for
which the Treasurer has not been able to
find the money.

Mr. LATHAM: We could have raised
that money by a hospital tax.

The Premier: That is another question.

Mr, LATHAM: There will be additiona)
money that will come in as the result of
the proposed land tax.

The Premier: It will be very small.

Mr. LATHAM: I think it will be a very
big ameunt. If it is emall as the Premier
suggests, why worry about it at all? I am
sure that the people I represent will be
glad to hear that it will not be imposed.

The Premier: Having been 25 minuotes
at the Treasury I am expected to balance
the ledger.

Mr. LATHAM: I never sunggested that.

The Premjer; You are suggesting it now.

Hon, W. D. Joknson: Did you refer to a
land tax? Where is it?

Mr. LATHAM: I presume if the hon.
member is a Jand holder he pays land tax.

Hor. W. D. Johnson: It is a poor pune if
you call the existing tax a land tax, What
about city property?

Hen, Sir James Mitehell: You ecannot
tax city property. The owners pass it on.

Mr. LATHAM: .The man who cannot
pass on any taxation is the primary pro-
ducer, and he pays not onily his own land
tax, but the taxes of the man in the city.

Hon., W, I). Johpson: The tax that shounld
be imposed is one that operates on the
unimproved value of the land thronghout
the State.

Mr. LATHAM: There is no doubt abount
it that the Government proposal will mean
a certain amount of revenune. It is unwise
to tax agricultural land at all while we
have s0 mach Crown land in the State. I
would have preferred to see a bigger in-
eome tax or some other tax rather than a
tax that will have the effect of making
our land unattractive.

Mr. Wilson: You would lower the exemp-
tion?

hMr. LATHAM: There is no need to do
that.

Hon. W, D. Johnson:
crease it{

Mr. LATHAM: T am not the Treasurer.
We wounld all willingly do without taxa-
tion.

Hon. W, I). Johnsen: I prefer a Jand tax
to a super income tax.

Mr. LATHAM: We want to encourage
people with money to come here and then
keep them here. We had an instance
given us the other niecht of a certain
geniteman who made his money here and
went away because there was less taxation

Would you in-
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in another State. He had te pay less
taxation in the other place.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: He sent his money
away.

Mr. LATHAM: The man I am speaking
of is living in Melbourne, He is a poor
type of Weatern Australian, This State
has been good to many people, and the least
ther might do ig to give reasonable oppor-
tunities to others to get on as well as they
have done.

Hen. W, D. Johnson: The man who goes
to Victoria instead of remaining in this
sunshine, deserves some consideration.

Hon. Sir James Mitehell: You left New
Zealand to eome here.

Hon. W, D. Johnson:
shine.

Mr. LATHAM: We shonld encourage
people with money to come here, The less
we talk of taxation the better it will be.
The more people we get, the greater number
shall we have to share our hurdens. Some
of the spending departments are still in-
creasing their expenditure.

Hon; W, D, Johnson: Good old ecxpendi-
ture!

Mr. LATHAM: So long as we get value
for the expenditure, I suppose it is quite
sound. Every year I have had to make some
remarks aboot our education vote, It is
going up all the time, and there iz always
some excuse found for it. We are educating
only a small number of the children of the
State, but this is eosting a lot of money.

Hon, W. D. Johngon: You de not paint
your schools.

Mr. LATHAM: Very few are painfed to-
day, and the type of building is poor., But
that does not come out of this vote.

Hon. W. T, Johnson: The department ig
not maintaining them.

Hen. Sir James Mitchell: Of course they
are.

Mr. LATHAM: We cannot afford te
leave our children in the eountry uneda-
cated.

Mr. Thomson:
them are.

The Premier: A pgood deal of the in-
ereased expenditure has heen incurred in
the group distriets.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell:
be avoided.

Mr. LATHAM:
amount is large.

The Premier: It will he difficnlt to keep
it down to that.

Mr. LATHAM: Our population is small,
and all our children are not educated in
State schoots, for many go through other
channels. It i, however, not much use com-
plaining if we cannot supgest the means for
curtailing the expenditare. Our ecity autili-
ties are not doing aa well as they might do.

The Premier: 1 wish you would stir them
up a bit.

Mr. LATHAM: The return relating to
tramways shows only half the surpins of

T wanted the sun-

That is whére a lot of

It could not

I soppose not, but the
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the previons year. Then there is the water
supplr.

The Premier: That is a Josing concern.

Mr. LATHAM: The loss is nearly double
the previous year's loss. I do not know
how long it can go on.

The Premier: All the country water sup-
plies are paying. Do you observe that?

Mr. LATHAM: That is quite a different
proposition. If the people are given a
utility they should pay for it. The revenve
of the State comes prineipally from the land.

The Premier: God speed the plough!

Mr, LATHAM: That is a good slogan.
The city people should be compelled to pay
for their utilities, or they should he allowed
to contro) them and to make their own
finaneial arrangements. That would relieve
the Treasurer.

The Premier: Would it not be fair that
all the people should pay for the utilities,
not only the city people?

Mr. LATHAM: Tf the ¢comtry people do
not pay directly they do indirectly. They
pay for a lot that the city folks do not pay
for, All the taxation of the city people is
passed on to the man who cannot pass it
any further.

Mr. Teesdale:
€ar.

Mr. LATHAM: These city utilities ought
to be made to pay their way, for most of
the country utilities do. The Treasurer will
not find any money for water supplies in the
towns in my district unless he gets a guar-
antee.

The Premier: What is the value of a
gnarantee in nine cases out of ten?

Mr. LATHAM: Tt is of some value, or
he would not proceed with many of the
works., Some ¢ountry people are paying £50
per 1,000 aeres for their water supply, a
shilling an acre for a supply for a few
months of the year. Guarantees are signed
and they are a first charge against the land.
The Government are well secured. In most
cases country water supplies pay.

Mr. E, B. Johnston: And there is a 3s.
water rate.

Mr. LATHAM: Very little is given to
the country people that the eity people do
not get their share of. I hope a ecareful
watch will be kept on fhe city utilities with
a view to sceing that they pay interest and
sinking fund over and above working ex-
penses,

The Premier:
should do se,

Mr. LATHAM: We are embarking upen
a gigantic water supply scheme for the

And tben buys a motor

I am anxious that they

metropolitan area, and I presume the coun- -

try may get what little money is left from
loan funds. A large amount is being pro-
vided for the eity.

The Premier: I did not inaugurate the
scheme.

Mr. LATHAM: Tt has been well pushed
on gince the Government took office.
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The Premier: Speaking at the Balingup
braneh of your organisation you justified the
metiojolitan water supply,

Mr. LATHAMN: The Premier is taking
something trom the *- West Aostralian,”” 1
saidl that while it was the duty of the Gov-
ernment to provide utilities, they must pro-
vide reasonable utilities for city folk.

The Premier: Just before fhe elections
you went round the country defending all
eity expenditure,

Mr, LATHAM: T did not. I said it was
not the fuoction of the Government to con-
trol these utilities or to provide them, but
that the city folk should@ provide their own,
make their own financial arrangements, and
in that way relicve the Treasury. Whilst
it is the duty of the Gevernment to provide
ntilities, 1 said they would have to provide
reagonable utilities for the people in the
city. 1 do not know whether an expenditure
of £6,000,600 is a reasonable amovnt fo pro-
vide for the ecity. I notice that the work
is being pushed on.

The Premier: It i3 not. It was procecding
when we took office, and is continuing in
the same way.

Mr, LATHAM: I hope steps will be taken
to have guaraniees provided by the people
of the city before the new supply is laid on,
and that there will be no diserimination he-
tween the country and the city.

The Premier: The work was started with-
out a guarantee, and I am afraid I cannot
insist upon one now.

Mr, LATHAM: The Premier could strike
a rate that would return the outlay and pro-
vide interest and sinking fund.

The Premier: It both Houses would allew
ma to do so, but our rate is up to the maxi-
mum now.

Mr., LATHAM: Theie are other ways
of doing it. Dy the time the Federal eity
valuations are made, the Treasurer will pro-
bably find he will receive a considerable ad-
dition to his revenue. In their valuations
of agricultural areas the Federal authorities
have not depreciated values by any means.
When the Loan Estimates come before us
I shall have something mere to say under
the heading of these particular items.

Progress reported.

BILL—DIVIDEXT) DUTIES ACT
AMENDMENT.

Second Reading.

The PREMIER (Hon., P. Collier—Boul-
der) [8.583] in moving the second reading
said: This is a smal] Bill of three clauses:
its object being to come into line with the
Land and JTneome Tax Assessment Avt
Amendment Bill that T bhrought down last
night, so far as dividends paid by mining
companies are concerned.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: You had better
get the other Bill through first.

The PREAITIER: It is just as well to have
the two Bills running abreast. I shall be
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able to drop the ome if I do not get the
other. By the asscssment Bill it ia proposed
to exempt the dividends paid ont of the
profits o nining companies from the pay-
ment of ineomic tax until such dividends
equal the amount of capital invested vy
sharcholilers. Inmasmuch as taxation is paid
ont of the profits of mining companies un-
der the l'ividend Duties Act and on divi-
dends 1nder the Land aud Income Tax As-

sessment  Aet it 8 necessary to make
this awmendment to the Dividend Duties
Act in order to conform to the Biil

I brought down last evening. In brief it is
propesed that mining companies shatl be ex-
empt from the payment of dividend duties
—that is te say, all such companies incor.
porated after the first of July of this year—
until an amount equal to the cash eapital
ekpended shall be returned in the form of
dividends.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell:
panies!

The PREMIER: Unfortunately the min-
ing companies are not very happy. If the
Leader of the Opnosition were to look up
the report of the Mines Department he would
find that the dividends paid by the miving
companies have fallen off during recent
vearg, until last year they amounted fo a
comparatively small sum, More cspecially
will that be realised when we look at the
large sums paid out by the big mines of
Western Auvstralia in earlier years. While
the Rill will afford snme measnre of relief
I am afraid it will not be sufficient to make
n material difference to the mining com-
paunied.

Hon, &ir James Mitchell: Still thev should
be satisfied.

The PREMIER: That is so. We have
frequently heard of complaints from Lon-
don and from people whn invest money in
Western Awustralisn mines regarding the
treatment extended to them. 1f Parliament
passes the Land and Income Tax As-
sessment Act Amendment Bill and the Bill
now before hon, members, the relief afforded
by those measures, taken in conjunction with
the assistance rendered by the Mitchell
Government, regarding the reduction in
water charges, should g0 a long wavy towards
removing anv pground for comvlaint in the
future. T do not know that Parliament can
go any further regarding relief from taxa-
tion to the mining industrv.

My, Heron: Tt may give them another
exense tn inerease directors’' fees,

The PREMTER: Tt ia just as ivell to re-
member that following on the rednctior in
the price of water that action was taken
by one or {wo companies,

Mr. Heron: Tn omne instanee the directors’
fees were increased by £1,000 and in an-
other by £800,

The PRFEMIFR: And that at a time when
it wag said that tYe mining enmyanies had
faller n-on eril davs’

Mr. Heran:  And at the <ame time the
companies wora asking for a reduetion in
the wages of miners.

Happy com-
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The PREMIER: We need not take a
narrow view and withhold anything that we
may consider the mining compantes are en-
titled to, hecanse of the aection they took
sometime ago. It is well to let it be known,
however, that such actions do not pass un-
noticed by the people concerned in Western
Australia, However, the two Bills I re-
ferred to will afford to the mining com-
panies some relief from taxation.

Hon. Sir James Mitehell: We should make
it general.

The PREMIER: If at the end of the
finanein]l year we are able to balance the
ledger, as prophesied by the Leader of the
Opposition, notwithstanding my more pes-
gimistie estimate, we may be able to give
consideration to other sections of the eom-
muity as well, I move—

That the Bill be now read a second
time.

On motion by Hon. Sir James Mitchell
debate adjourned.

BILL—INDUSTRIES ASSISTANCE ACT
AMENDMENT.

Second Reading.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS (Hon. W.
C. Angwin—XNorth-East Fremantle) {9.6] in
moving the second reading said: The Bill
though a small ¢ne, might have been intro-
duced some time ago. As hon. members are
aware, the trustzes of the Agrienltural Bank
are also the members of the Indusiries As-
sistance Board and of the Soldier Settle-
ment Board. In addition, there i3 a direct
representative of the soldiers on the Soldier
Settlement Board, in the person of Mr. Huge
Throssell, V.C, However, the gentlemen I
referred to have conducted the business ot
those bodies for some considerable time. One
of the traostees, Mr. Cooke, has held that
position from +he inception of the bank. Mr.
MeLarty hes been connected with it from
the start and Mr. Moran has held his po-
sition for some vears. The trartees are en-
trusted by the State with the task of making
advances tn farmers for agricnltural devel-
opmental purposes. The Agrieultural Bank
can advanee only for developmental pur-
poses, such as clearing, erection of houses,
loans for stock and certain classes of mach-
inerv. The Soldier Scttlement Board are in
much the same position, Om the other hand,
the Industries Assistance Board can advance
for eropping purposes. Thev have very little
power, if any, to make advanees for develon-
mental work. Thev ean nrovide monev for
the purchase of seed and manure and for
payment of labour to put in the erops and

* for agrienltnral machinery in take the crop

off. The hoard bave dene gund work. They
have been the means of keeping a large
number of men on the land. who, through
unfortunate circnmatances. have got into
Aiffienities from which it ig rractically im-
possible to get awav wmless the capital cost
of their properties i3 writtsn down by the
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board. It ean he readily understood that
the members of the board would not write
down the capital cost to a pgreater extent
than they thoupht wae in the intefests ot
the State and of the individual eoncerned.

Hon. Sir James Mitehell: You can quite
onderstand what pressure will be hrought
to bear on the board if they are able to
write down the vapital cost.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: [f there
was any pressure brought to bear in the
past, there is none now.

Hon. 8ir Jamea Mitchell: That is an im-
pertinent remark! T have never breught
any pressure to bear on them!

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: 1 did
not say so. I thought vou referred to pres-
sure brought to bear on them. The bhoard
members know what is required and no
Minister or any member of Parliament has
a right to bring pressure on members of
the hoard who are appointed to carry out
duties assigned to them under a special
Act.

Mr. Thomson: Ifear, bear!

Hon, Sir James Mitchell: But you know
that some do it.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Some
members are not always careful regarding
what they write {0 the board, and the board
membera strongly resent asny action taken
in the direetion of bringing pressure to hear
oh them. The bhoard will not allew it.
That faect has eome under my notice. 1
have no fear of any pressure that may be
brought to bear in that direction,

Hon. 8ir James Mitchell: You know you
onght not to interfere.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS:
no right to interfere.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell:
de.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I do not.
When the Leader of the Opposition was in
England subsidiary eommittecs were ap-
peinted. Those eommittees consisted of three
persons whose duty it was to go round the
country and value farms, taking particular
notice of the persons in charge of the pro-
perties, They ilen had to recommend to
the board what they theugrht would he thn
best method to be adopted to assure the set-
tlers making a suecess of thoir holdings.

Hon, Sir Jupes Mitchell:  They were
much harder on the settlers than the board
members themselves.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: 1In many
instanees the subsidiary committees recom-
mended thal in the best interests of the
State snd of the settlers it would be far
better to sell the holdings, The action taken
in  February or Mareh last by the
board when notices were issued ealling
upon certain persons to provide the pro-
per finaneial arrangements to carry on
their farms, failing which the hoard woulil
take drastic aetion, was the result of the
reports furnished to the board. In other

I have

No, but you
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instances the committees recommended the
writing down of the eapita]l cost. On
aecount of the indebtedness of 53 assisted
settlers, it was recommended that £47,476
should be written off.

Hon. 8ir James Mitehell:
approve of that?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: No, it
was not done. The board have no powrr
to write down such amounts. There are
numerous settlera who bhave been ausking
the board to arrange mortgages, providiny
for fixed paymests over a certain period
of years, and to allow the settlera them-
selves to manage their farms in whatever
manner they please without interference
from the board. There is no provision for
any such power and at present the board
are required to realise on a farm hefore
any reduction ¢an be made.

Ilon. Sir James Mitchell:
Parliament for approval

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: In other
words, if a man through no fault of his
own, owing teo climatic conditions, has been
unsunecessful on his farm the beard has no
option but to put up his land for sale and
throw him out on to the world. Then, in
all probability, the neweomer will get the
farm at a price considerably below the
amount owing by the previous occupier.

Hon. 8ir James Mitchell : The proper
way is to come to Parliament for approval.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: There
is also the possibility that the mewcomer
is not even as good a furmer as the mau
who was put off the land. I bave hbad
direct commuyications from men whao,
althovgh they bought the land at a re-
duced price, have asked tbat their capital-
isation should be written down. Members
of the board and trustees of the bank are
of opinien that if they had power to write
down the capitalisation, or fund the
amount, and go keep the man on the land,
it might be of advantage to all, partien-
larly to the State. The Bill gives power to
the board te write down capitalisation
with the approval of the Governor. Each
vear tbe reports of the Industries Aesist-
ance Board, of the Agricultural Bank, and
of the Soldier Settlement Board are placed
on the Table of the House, and in that
way all amounts writteo down are reported
to Parliament and can be questtoned by
members. The Bill also gives power to
fund an amount if necessary, and mort-
gages can be entered into under the Bills
of Sale Act, and so in future interest will
be paid only on the amount of the second
mortgage. This will assist the depart-
mental officials and will assist the man on
the land, and so will benefit the State.
From my knowledge of the board I can say
with confidence that no man who has not
attended to his farm will bave any possi-
bility of deriving benefit under the Bill,
It might be asked why should we mnot
amend the Agricultural Bank Act as well

Did we not

Or come to
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ag the Industries Assistance Act. How-
aver, there is a provision relating to the
administration of the Agricultural Bank
Act. 1t merely provides that by Order-in-
Gouncil the board shall have power to
apply the provisious of the Bill to the
Agrienltural Bank Act if necessary. I am
informed by the trustees that in relation
to the bank’s ordinary business it will not
be necessary; that it will be necessary
only in respect of soldier settlemen:. A
large amount of intcrest on soldier settle-
ment advances will have to be written off,

Hon, W, D. Johnsoa: Will that be a
State loss?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: No,
unless it exceeds the amount granted by
the Commonwealth, My information s
that it will exeeed that amoont. The other
securities held by the trustees in respect
of ordinary bank clients are sufficient 10
meet all liabilities incurred. Then in the
Bill we are asking permisgion to extend
the provisions of the Industries Aassist-
ance Act for another year, I am confident
that we can rely upon the members ot the
board to watch the position carefully and
not to make the writing down of amounts
a general practice. The board cannot act
without the consent of the Goveraor-n-
Counecil, and the board’'s reports are sub-
mitted to Parliament annually. I hope
the House will agree to the Bill. It will
benefit the elients of the board. To-day
we have over £2,000,000 advanced under
the Industries Asgistance Aet. TUnfortm-
ndtely with one exception in every year
since the institution of the board, a greater
amount has been advanced then has been
repaid.

Hon. Rir James Mitehell: The payments
to the Government amount to over
£1,000,000.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The re-
ports of the Soldier Settlement Board and
of the Industries Assistance Board are on
the Table and will show the amounts ad-
vanced. lInterest has been piling up. A
lot of the Agricultural Bank interest has
been advanred through the Industries
Assistance Board, and some land renis also
bkave been paid by the board.

Hon. Sir James Mitehell: A great many
of the board’s clients have paid off every-
thing they owed.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Yes,
about 1,200 have gone off the board. But
those are not the persons we are dealing
with; we are dealing with those still ob
thke board. The powers sought under the
Bill will be used with every ecare. I
move—

That the Bi'l be now read a second
time.

On motion by Hon. Sir James Mitchell,
dehate adjourned.

LASSEMBLY.]

BILL—WOREERS' COMPENSATION
ACT AMENDMENT,

In Committee.

Resumed from the previous day.

Mr, Lutey in the Chair; the Minister for
Works in charge of the Bill.

Clause 5-— Compensation of workers
dying from or affected by certain indus-
trial diseases:

Mr. DAVY: Everybody agrees that in-
dustrial diseases should be covered by the
Workers’ Compensation Act. The only
wonder iz that it should have been delaysd
so long. SBubelause (4) provides tbat if a
worker on entering an employment falsely
represents himself in writing 8s not hav-
ing previously suffere? from certain
diseayes, compeusation shall not be pay-
able. That implies that every worker on
joining an employment will be required to
sign a written statement as to his health.
If a medieal examination ghows that the
worker is suffering from a disease, there
may bhe some risk that the employer will
not ba prepared to employ that man, From
the worker’s viewpoint, that is a weak
link in this machinery clanse. I give the
Minister eoredit for having considered
earefully the machinery provided. We
hope it will work out properly. The ecriti-
cism of the third sehedule might well be
delayed until we reach that schedule. Still,
in a way we can eonnect it with the elause.
A great many diseases mentioned in the
third sehedule are not to be found in other
gimilar Acts, diseases auch as zymotic
diseases. I am informed that zymotic
disease is any infectious disease, from
smallpox or buhonic plague to German
measles. If that remains in the sche-
dule, we might find in an epidemic
of German measles that all the work-
ers who contracted it would be covered.
That is rather outside the principle of the
Act. Again it is proposed to affirm as a
certainty a conclusion that scientists have
failed to reach. It is proposed to announce
hy statnte that cancer ig a disease that may
he caused by an industrial process. Seient-
1ats are completely at a Joss as to the cause
of eancer. They do not know whether it is
produced by a germ or whether it is amn
affliction from Heaven, the proeess of which
we have not solved. But Parliament can do
anything, en we are going to solve by Aect
of Parliament a problem that all the ecient-
ists admit they have so far failed to solve.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: In prac-
tice I think 21l employees in industries where
induatrial diseases are prevalent will have
to submit to medieal examinntion. No doubt
employers and insurance companies will in-
sist upon it.

Ion. Sir James Mitchell: Who will pay
for it?

The MIXNTSTER FOR WORKS: There
will be no payment. We have provided that
all new arrivals must submit to an examina-
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tion and produce a clean bill of health be-
fore being permitied to emgage in any in-
dustry covered hy this measure, bnt 98 or
49 per cent. of the claims will arise from
miuing.

Mr, Mann: What about painting?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: There is
ong ¢ase of lead poisoning ont of 1,000 em-
ployeed. The claims for industrial diseases
ontsille of wining will not nearly approach
the elaims for accidents. Lead poisoning is
mainly eonfined to the painting and prioting
induatries,

Mr. Holman: And to lend mining,

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Yes, bul
I think there is more lead poisoning in the
smelters. The question of medical examina-
tion is not a serious matter oufside the min-
ing industry, and as it has bheen the practice
in the mining industry sinee 1913 for all
Rew cmployees to present a elean bill of
liealth, the clavse does not invelve any seri-
ous innavation,

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL : Sub-
tlanse 9 gives the Governor power to declare
that any other disease or process may be
added to the third schedule. In other words
the list of dizseases may be added to by the
Governor. Will the regulations have effect
from their publication in the ‘‘Uazette'’?

The Minister for Works: No.

Hon, 8ir JAMES MITCHELL: A disease
will not be added to the schedule until both
Houses have had an opportunity to disallow
the regulation?

The Minister for Works: That is s0.

Hon. Bir JAMES MITCHELL: Tf the
Minister wishes to declare any other disease,
another Bill should be introduced. The lay-
ing on the Table of a regulation is not the
same as bringing forward a Bill which the
Minister must justify in order to get it
pasged. I move an amendment—

That Subelause 8 be struck out,

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: When
the Leader of the Opposition was in office,
he provided in his measures that certnin ac-
tion might be taken by regulation. Such
regolations applied from the moment they
were gazetted and Parliament could not dia-
euss them unti! they were laid on the Table.
They operated until they were disallowed.
We (lisagree with government by regulation.

Hon. Bir James Mitchell: You have Billg
before ns now providing for regulations,

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: In one
Bill T introdueed regulations were included
tecarse there was not time to set out the
requirements in the Bill, hnt those require-
ments are being inserted in another place.
i have no s mpathy with government hy
regulatinn, Under this subelause we provide
that the reznlations shall not have the force
of luw wuntil thev bave heen laid on the
Table of hoth Houses for 14 days. If
cither Hoose disallows them, they shall not
have effeet. Tf T thought it wonld he as
auick and rasv to get a short Bill passed,
T wonld adopt that procedure. It is
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because I have become irritable and weary
of the old imusty conservative traditions sur-
rouniding this House that T am trying to
pet away from them. T sece a man in wig
and gown in the Speaker’s Chair, and I
have to sobmit a motion asking permission
to introduce a Bill. Then I have to stand
up and move the first reading that no one
knows anything about, and after getting
that reselution through, I have to bring
down another motion for the second reading.
Then after long speeches I have to move
that the man in wig and gown goes out of
the Chair and another chairman takes the
Chair in Committee 80 that wo can discuss
all the elanses.

The CHAIRMAN: We are dealing with
the amendment to strike ont Subelause 9,

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: We are
dealing with the argument that the sub-
elause shonld Ve strurk out, It ia said we
should hring down a special Bill in order to
amend the Aet in this direction. I say my
method is just as effective, and takes no
control away from Parliament, but does
away with the old erusty method that has
heen handed down to us from the middle
ages, 2 method that it seems our Parliaments
are loth to depart from. If members would
assist the Government to abolish all these
farcical methods with which Parliament is
surrounded, and permit us to do the business
of the eountry in a more cffective and ex-
reditions manner than the traditions of the
Towse will permit, T would not ask for this.
Tpstead of going through all this faree of
first and second readings, of a man stand-
ing at the top of the stairs and another
standing helow, and one presenting a docu-
ment to the other and going throngh all these
fareieal things that T have so often wit-
nessed in the Honse for the last four years,
ot us tuke n straipht cut to the business of
the country. We want less frill and form-
ality. The provisions we are here making
have not been adopted hy previous adminis-
trators who have believed in government
hy regulation. We entirely disagree with the
prineiple of government by regrlation, and
hv our methods we entirely reverse the old
system, and keep the control in the hands
of Farlinment. We wovld be the Iast Gov-
ernment to do anything that would take the
control from the representatives of the pen-
ple.

Hon, Sir James Mitchell: Ok, Lori!

The MIXNISTER POR WORKS: These
regvlatinng will not have effeet nntil thev
have been laid upon the Tahles of hoth
Houses of Padiament for fourteen eclear
davs, If any move i3 made to disagres with
the reaulations and a motion is earried
acainst them thev do not heeome operative.

Mr. Mann: Are yon poire to follow that
svetem with all regvlations?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: T heore
80,

Mr. Davy: You are the only member of
the Government who takes up that stand.
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The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The last
10 years have taught us what is meant by
Government by regulation. QCur iethod is
sounded on comunonsense, and we hope to
set an example to those who may tfollow
us,
Mr. Davy: The Lotteries Bill provides for
the old fashioned kind of regulations.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: They
will not be found to deprive the people of
their liberty or add to their respousibilities.
OUn the vne motion concerning the regula-
tions all that need be said about them can
be paid, without apy further formalities.

Hon, 8ir JAMES MITCHELL: Instead
of introducing a Bill in the ordinary way,
the Minister wants to lay the regulations
on the Table of the House and say nothing
about them. Unless someope objects he
will amend the law, or indeed make a law.
The formalities he spoke of are gone through
for a very good reason, and the Minister
is paid to observe them. We come here to
work in the name of the people, and the
people must be told all about these pro-.
posala. It is iniquitous to suggest that the
Minister can lay a Bill on the Table of the
Hovee, and if no one notices it nnd says
something about it or ohjeets to it, it shall
become law. No one would know that we
had made the law,

The Minister for Works: What about the
rest of the House. Will it be asleep? You
do not credit other members with much in-
telligence.

Hon, Sir JAMES MITCHELL: The Min-
ister is paid £1,300 a year to carry out his
duties here, and is given a stafl and has at
call the stalf of the Attorney General’s
office. The metheds adopted here are those
that have been followed ever since we have
had a FParliament, and they will be followed
notwithstanding the remarks of the Minister.
He wants te make a short eut and to have
his own way. The DMinister argued that
all laws should be made aecording to his
methods. I hope we shall continue to make
lawa i the open so that the publie may
know what is being done. The Minjster
suggested that previons Governments hatl
applied regulations in defiance of Parlia-
ment. The Tnspection of Seaffolding Bill
provides for the making of reg-lations. as
does the Closer Settlement Bill, the Noxious
Weeds Bili, the Votteries Bill and the Sav-
ings Bank Rill. Repulations mnust he made
for the administration of an Act, but not
for its extension. T hope the Minister will
be persuaded out of his radical notions.
We propose that the old-fas ioned way of
doipg thin~s shall remain: and that there
shal] he a Speaker and a Chairman of Cow-
mittees to take a hand in eontrolling the
House. T can sce that a firm hand may be
needed. The elanse is a had one and will not
effest any saving of time in the making
of the law.

The Minister for Works: T have reversed
the old way of deing things from vour old
conservative institutions, the British Parlia-
ment.

[ASSEMBLY. |

Hon. 8ir JAMES MITCHELL: If the
British Parliament is conservative it bas
dene 4 great deal of very liberal work,

Mr. HOLMAN: The Leader of the Op-
j-osition is misguided in his view, Although
this Bill provides in the third schedule for
about 3 oceupational diseases, n publication
issued by the Commonwealth Medieal De-
partment shows no fewer than 900 ocenpa-
tional diseases, #li of which will have to
be provided for. Bervice Publication No, 22
of the Health Department of the Common-
wealth of Australia, entitled ‘“An Index
to Health Hazards in Industry,’’ by D. G.
Robertson, M.D., D.P.H., divisional diree-
tor, Division of Industrial Hygiene, gives
a list of between %00 and 1,000 oceupa-
tional diseases. .

Hon, Sir James Mitehell: I am not
objecting to the schedule, but only to the
method of doing it.

Mr. HOLMAN: If a new industry is
established in  Western Australia, the
Upposition Leader would bave another Bill
introduced into Parliament to amend the
Workers’ Compensation Act, instead of
the matter being adjusted by regulation,
which is by far the speedier method. Al
the present time every possible objection
is offered to men suffering from oOccupa-
tional diseases. For the last eight years
New South Wales has bad the schedule
for which we are asking te-day. When a
regulation is promulgated, it must be Jaid
on the Table in beth Houzes of Pazliament,

and then can be dizsallowed by either
House.
Houn. Sir James Mitchell: Would you

also camncel by regulation?

Mr, HOLMAN: Ne. The cancellation
of an existing law is a matter entirely
different from the extension of the benefit
of an existing law. In my opivion the Bill
does not go far encugh, We have lagged
far behind every other Australian State.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: What we
object to is the making of laws by the
method here proposed.

Mr, HOLMAN: What is proposed is not
law-making, but affording the protection
of existing law to persons im danger of
occupational disease. I wounld not have
spoken on this matter, only that the
Leader of the Opposition does not know
what he is talking about. The TFederal
Service Publication quotes the following
from Dr, Collis:—

Few, if any, familiar with the con-
ditions of modern industrial life will
maintain that this duty (of protecting
the worker) has been placed firat, and
before the requirements of the process
and the machine. Where the machine
has required space, the worker has
ghared it; where the proeess has required
light, the worker has been allowed it;
where dust spoilt the produet, the
worker has breathed a elean atmosphere;
but the provision of space, light, or
clean air for the worker, as a delicate
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living organism, has not been s first ¢con- -

sideratiou, and he has been expected to

live where less delicate vegetable life

wonld declive to exist.
The Minister, by this provision, asks that
where it is proved that for the safeguard-
ing of the worker's welfare it is necessary
be should come under the Aet, that shall
be effected by regulation. I hope the
Opposition Leader will withdraw his
amendment.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: I do not
Yield to the last speaker in point of desire
to see the workers of the State adequately
protected. Bui let it be done in the proper
way. Under this clause the Minister pro-
poses to amend the Act by regulation, to
insert words in the Act by regulation.

Mr. Holman: Whieh must be laid on the
Table. :

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: We want
to koow, and we want the public to know,
when an Aet is being amended, If no one
objects to the regulation, no one hears of
it or of the amendment.

Ameundment put and negatived,
Mr. NORTH: I move an amendment—

That in Subclovse 10 the words ' coming
to Western Aastrulia’’ be struck out.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Al-
though I have stated my helief that in
actual practice the insurance companies,
generally speaking, would not insist on a
clean bill of health, I do not consider it
wise fo lay that down by law. Because I
think that is what will happen, iz ne
reason why that should be made the law
of the land. The Queensland legislation
provides greater safeguards in counection
with the mining industry than is proposed
in the clause. The medical officers of the
Commonwealth at a recent conference in
Melbourne disagreed with what was done
in Queensland. I am not going as far as
the medical officers suggested, but simply
provide that men who come from other
countries shall submit to an examination.

Mr. Thomson: It weans, for instance,
that if a man suffering from tuberculosis
comes from here and secures employment
on a mine, be will not be entitled to com-
pensation.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: That is
what it means.

Amendment put and negatived.
Clause put and passed.
Clause 6—XNotifiration of disease:

Mr, TEESDALE :
ment—

1 move an amend-

That «¢ new gubelanse, to stand as Sub-
clause 3, be inserted as follows:—*' Every
cmpluuce  shall  forthwith  send wrilten
natiee ia the Registrar whenever it contes
1o his knoeledgs that avy worker employed
by him has seffered persanal injury by
arcident arising ont of und in the course of
the empdogment, and sueh notice sha’l state
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the name and address of the worker and
the time when, the nature of, and the cause
uf the uccident. Penalty: Fifty pounds.’’

The clanse provides protection for the
workmen iu that the employer bas to give
notive that the worker is suffering from a
discase mentioned in the third schedule. T
want that protection extended to work.
men in respect of any personal injury
arising out of their employment, I know
of an instance in which 2 man was de-
barred through effluzion of time from get-
ting any compensation because no notice
had been sent Jown to the insurance
compuny. For two moanths that man was
practically unconscions and was incapable
uof sending any such notice.

The Minister for Workas:
ceive half pay?

Mr. TEESDALE: Not one farthing.
Later the man was scnt awnay for health
‘reasons. 1 will be churitable and say that
it may have been in the hest interests of
the man, but there may be a suspicion that
the man was aided in that direction so that
the time would elapse that would debar him
from securing any benefits. He i3 now a
broken man in Perth, an inmate of a howme,
and practicully incapable of walking about.
Before the aceident he was a  splendid,
strong, able-hodied bushiman. Surely a man
who i3 working 100 miles from the coast,
with no one to advise him as te what he
ghoult do, is entitled to that much con-
sideration. The amendment will not infliet
any injustice vpon the employer. The in-
surance people wilt fight for every 3d.

Ion, Sir James Mitchell: | do not know
that that is so.

Mr, TEESDALE: 7 do; they fought me

for months, but I got what T wanted. 1
will not be sidetracked by the Lender of
the Opposition.
- Mon, Sir JAMES MITCHELL: TUnder
existing legislation the employer communi-
cates with the insurance company in the
event of a man heing injured.

Mr. Teesilale: That does not constitute
notice to an insurance company.

Hon., Sir JAMES MITCHELL: No in-
surance company would endeavour to evade
reaponsihilitiea 1nerely heeatse of a techni-
cality like that. .

My, Clhesson: But the ¢laim has to be
lodged within wix mouths,

Mr. Huphes: And insurance companies
will seize upon everv technirality they can.

Hoen. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Tf 1he
company refused to accept their obligations
in the eircumstances mentien2d hy the mem-
her for Roehourne, it would he wrong, and
the action of surh a company should he well
advertised, So far as I know the insuranee
companies have alwnys nacted rveasomablr.
The amendment will mean that the em-
mover will be veqnired to report evea the
slichtest accident that mav happen,

Mr. Teesdale: XNo such ridieulous inter-
pretation would he plared on the amend-

Did he not re-
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ment. It would be viewed from the stand-
point of common sense.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: I do not
see why a man should not bhe required to
report the aecident himself,

Mr. Holman: What if he is in hospital
and cannot do s0?

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: In ad-
dition to that, the penalty suggested is too
severe and I propose to move an amendment
to limit the penalty to £10.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
member for Roebourne has adopted the
wording of the parent Aet, We propose
amending Section 6 by meuns of Clause 4.
By a slight alteration in the wording, the
amendment will fall into live with the pro-
visions of the Bill. I move an amendment
on the amendment—

That in Yines « and 5 the words *'aris-
ing out of and in the course of the em-

ployment'’ be struck out, and the follow.

tng inserled in liew '‘within the meaning

of Section 6.

Amendment on the amendment pnt and
passed.

Amendment, as amended, agreed to.
Clause, as amended, put and passed.
Clauses 7, 8, and Q;agreotl to.

Clause 10—Tnsurance obligatory:

Mr. NORTH: I move an amendment—

That in line 3 of the second paragraph
“‘uninsured’’ be struck out.

The word is entirely superfluous.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
word is vitnl to the elanse, indeed to the
Bill. The clause provides a penalty on the
emytavar fer every uninsared worker he has
evmploved. If the amendment were carried,
the penalty woald be in respect of every
one of his employees, insured or uninsured.
Members opposite are developing a radical
element.

Mr. Marshall: Still it is refreshing, com-
ing from Claremont.

Awmendment put and negatived,

Mr. DAVY: It is gencrally realised that
some form of compulsory insurance iz a
proper corollary to the liability imposed by
the Bill, hoth to protect the employer and
to protect the worker. It is sometimes
necessary to employ temporary domestic as-
sigtanee in fhe home. During that time the
agsistant might sustain injurs, resulting per-
haps in death. ‘That person might either be
denied the advantages of the et or, alter-
natively, the employer micht be entirely
rutned. 8o we require compulsory insurance.
But how the thing is going to work
out, it is dAiffienlt to determine. We
ara told that if the emplov a worker
we are bound to insure him, hut we
are naot told what the terms of the policv are
to he. The insurance companv undertakes
liability onl¥ within certain limits. For
justance, there is a disaster risk in every
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industrial insurance policy. If some cata-
clysm occurs

The Premier: Buch as a general election.

Mr. DAVY: [t seems to me that at such
times there are more spirits broken than
blood spilt. But an employer may find him-
seif up against an infringement of the Act
because unable to get the class of insurance
cover lie requires. e takes a policy to the
company, and finds that one clause the com-
pany says must be jnserted in a clause cut-
ting out the risk on the company in the
event of a big disaster involving the death
of a number of employees. What is to be
the position of that employer! The clause
may have to be altered to cover every person
in every ecireumstance, Has the Minister
vonsidered that aspect?

The MINISTER FOR WORK:S: Only in-
snratice companies approved by the Minister
will be aceepted, and the Minister would
lave to approve of the form of policy. If
the policy did not comply with the provisions
of the Act the Minister would not recognise
the company under the measure.

Mr. Mann: You would Lave to approve
of all or none, becaunse they all have the
same policy.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: They
would have to alter it. Does the hon, mem.
ker suggest there would be a strike on the
part of the companies?

Mr. Mann: Yon would deal with the as-
sociation and not with individual companies.

The MINTSTER FOR WORKS: I would
deal with the underwriters. Tf the policy
inclnded a ‘‘disaster’’ clause as indicated,
the company could not be approved under
the Act. If the Minister did approve of
such company, the emplover would huave to
take the risk,

Mr. Mann: And he might not be able to
pay.

Mr. Davy: In the last resori the onus ig
on the employer.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
first subelause meets all requirements, If
there was any exemption in the policy, it
could not comply with the Act and the Min-
ister could not approve of the company.

Clause put and passed,
Clause 11—Amendment, of Section 18:

Mr. DAVY: Suheclause (2) abolishes
Section 21 of the principal Act, which deals
with proceedings in respect of offemces. I
cannot find that any aiternative procedure is
stthstitoted for dealing with offences against
the Act. Tn this matter there is no question
of any relationship between employer and
emplovee. Perhaps the Minister ean explain
whv this section is being repealed. unless it
be as the resvlt of a mistake in the drafting
of the Bill.

Progress reported.

Houze adjourned at 10.53 p.m.



